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Annotation: 

We have demonstrated the possibility of detection ancient DNA of Encephalitozoon 

intestinalis (Microsporidia, Fungi) in archaeological material by using molecular methods. 

The archaeological material originated from New Town of Prague (Czech Republic) from 

18th/19th century. The ability to use molecular method to detect microsporidia extends the 

range of paleoparasitological inquiry, and could contribute to a better understanding of 

parasites shared between human and animals. 
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ABSTRACT: Ancient DNA (aDNA) of Encephalitozoon intestinalis (Microsporidia, Fungi) was 

detected in archaeological material originated from New Town of Prague (Czech Republic) using 

molecular methods. Microsporidial aDNA was found in 3 samples originating from 2 objects, in a 

well/cesspit (samples from layers from 18th century) and in a well from the 18th/19th century. The 

ability to use molecular methods to detect microsporidia extends the range of paleoparasitological 

inquiry, and could contribute to a better understanding of parasites shared between human and 

animals. 

 


