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POSUDEK DIPLOMOVE PRACE

World War Il in Selected Novels and Short Stories by American

Writers

(téma)

1.Cil prace a jeho naplneni: (3)
In her introduction, the author states she is going to offer an
interpretation ©f an American berspective, in particular by
examining the themes of regimentation, indoctrination, military
hierarchy, racism and polities. Instead, she keeps concentrating
mainly on the main ¢haracters and plots. The topic of racism is

dealt with (Bellow, Mailer and Reoth) , though only with reference
te the Jewish experience. The other themes are merely touched
upon. The author deals well with some of the problems faced by
individuals invelved in the War. No short stories are included
despite their being mentioned in the title.

2. Structura prace: (2)

I found the structure to be linear and rather unimaginative: the
five authors under review are bresented one by one in Chapter
Three. A host of well-known mintte bicgraphical details are
given. Then the five novels under review are presented in
Chapter Four one by one. There is minimal effort to compare how
the individual authors deal with the topics under study.

3.Prace s literaturou (3)
Here I would have preferred Sandra used

4.Prezentace a interpretace dat (4)
The interpretative segments are hard to decipher as they are
incorporated within the individual descriptions of each novel.
There are several references to racism: “American seciety is
hard-boiled” (Bellow, pal): MJdews are popular targets”, (Mailer
podl . the werd “Japs” is included (Medler 8315 a5 ie Kinder's
interpretation of Mailer’s novel in its position on racism as



displayed by the American political establishment (PEI )Y Ene

many Jews create chaos” (Roth, p6é7). Besides there iz & quote on
regimentation (Bellow p36), and several cblique references to

military hierarchy (Mailer). There is little attempt to compare

the individual writers’ stances and the individual novels’
reatment of the selected topics.,

S5.Formalni stranka: (3)
6.Jazykova uroven prace (3)

7.Narocnost zpracovani tematu (1)
8.Prinosy prace (2)

Vyjadreni oponenta diplomove prace:

To generalize, American fiction dealing with WW2 often contains
satirical elements, black humor and Surreal technigues. It tends
to dwell on absurdity of war and detachment from teality rather
than evident brutality. However, it should have been possible to
compare the novels under Study according to different Criteria,
45 suggested by the author. I feel that those opportunities were
missed here,

Prace splnuje zakladni pozadavky kladene na tente typ prace, a
Prote ji doporucuji k ustni obhajobe.

Otazky k obhajobs:

1. What 1is particular, in your opinion, about the American
perspective on WW27?

2. Could you choose one of the topics you had selected
(regimentation, indoctrination, hicsrarchy or racism) and
show how it is dealt with by the different -writers?
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