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I. Cil prace a jeho naplnéni: 1. Cil prace byl stanoven a naplnén v souladu s tématem
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I1. Struktura préce: 1. Logicka, jasna a prehledna
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3. Nevhodna

I11. Prace s literaturou: 1. Vyborna: zvoleny a pouzity vhodné prameny

v patficném rozsahu, pfesna prace s citacemi, kriticka
analyza zdroju
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IV. Prezentace a interpretace dat: 1. Systematicka, logicka prezentace, originalni a
duisledna interpretace
: s B—aspclng—pokus—o—jejich
. 1 H i 5 & 3 v
sled] of ] l :

V. Formalni stranka: +-Odpevida vSem stanovenym-pozadavkinm
2. Obsahuje drobné formalni chyby

V1. Jazyk prace: a) Po strance stylistické 1) vyborna
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b) Po strance lexikalné-gramatické 1) vyborna
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VII. Naro¢nost zpracovani tématu: 1. Vysoka
VIII. Piinosy prace: . Origindlni zpracovani a nazory, predklada nova
zjisténi
7 Primdrng

3 Ned o ¢ tasnypH \

Vyjadieni oponentky diplomové prace:

In her diploma thesis, Daniela KlimeSova focused on the theme of intraracial relations within
the 1930s African American communities in the American South as portrayed by a prominent
African American author of the Harlem Renaissance period, Zora Neale Hurston. The
introductory part concentrated on defining essential terms of racial bigotry and intraracial
relations against the background of racial problems or the phenomenon of racism itself to
distinguish it from intraracial issues. The theoretical part makes use of a great variety of
relevant secondary sources, defining racism on basis of S. Harrell’s Conceptualization of
Racism (published in 2000) and Amy Ansell’s concepts of race and racism (from 2013)
among others. The second theoretical part introduces the social and literary phenomenon of
the American Mulatto/ Mulatta, supported again by adequate secondary sources and
definitions (Reuter, Davenport). The third chapter provides a substantial background to the
research, enlisting historical causes of slavery, the slave hierarchy and the presence of mulatto
slaves in the 19" century communities in the American South. Here the thesis focuses mainly
on Talty’s monograph of Mulatto America (2003), making use of significant and relevant
citations.

The core of the diploma thesis introduces the author Zora Neale Hurston in the context of
African American literature, offering a careful overview of the author’s biographical facts
related to the main theme of the thesis, including Hurston’s anthropological research and her
position among African American writers of the Harlem Renaissance.

The main practical part of the thesis is based on the interpretation of the selected topics in the
novels and short stories of Zora Neale Hurston. First, an analysis of Hurston’s novel Jonah’s
Gourd Vine is offered, focusing on the theme of the use of the African American vernacular,
intraracial connections to slavery, racial inferiority and mulatto stereotypes, among others.
Daniela’s interpretation of both significant novels as well as the selected short stories is based
on the method of close reading and offers a careful insight into the research of the topics of
the thesis. The thesis offers inspiring and original viewpoints that e.g. examine the light skin
of fictional characters as an advantage or disadvantage within the community. As the
interpretation and analysis of the second novel, Their Eyes Were Watching God, discusses the
selected themes in detail, I would suggest not including the final chapters devoted to short
stories since the topic becomes well covered in the novels® previous analyses.

The diploma thesis is written in English and corresponds to the style and relevant content of
academic writing of the M.A. level. In her research, Daniela studied useful and adequate



original sources and she proved she is able to cover the theme and academic issues almost
perfectly.

Prace spliiuje zakladni pozadavky kladené na tento typ praci, a proto ji doporucuji k ustni
obhajobé.

Navrhovana klasifikace: 1. vyborné

Otazky k obhajobé:
1. As for the topic of intraracial relations, love and bigotry, could you mention Zora Neale
Hurston’s influence in contemporary African American literature?

2. Do you also see Z. Neale Hurston as a “Romantic elitist™ as you mention in your thesis
when citing Kubitschek?

3. What do you think was Z. Neale Hurston’s reaction to Richard Wright's rather harsh
criticism of her work?

4. In the context of American literature of the 19" or 20" century, is there a white author who
mentions the concept of the tragic mulatto/ mulatta in his/ her works?
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