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Vyjadreni oponentky diplomové prace:

The diploma thesis is focused on the use of songs in the teaching of English. The theoretical
part outlines the roles that songs can play in language learning in relation to key language
competences but also as a motivational factor and source of cultural awareness. The
explanation of the term “lyric” is supported by an overview of the historical shifts in the
understanding and use of lyrics as sung texts. The historical outline, based mainly on
Brewster (2009), provides some useful insights, including those by researchers cited by
Brewster, nevertheless, it also feels slightly selective. The close relation to and commingling
with poetry could be made clearer. Particularly, the author fails to mention the shift of focus
from the public address and performance to the expression of personal feeling associated
with the Romantic movement in poetry. The close relation of song lyrics to poetry becomes
more obvious with the summary of the elemental features of lyrics, including repetition and
figurative language. The closing section of the theoretical part purports to discuss the use of
songs as a tool in the development of the core language skills. Nevertheless, most space is
given to the general characteristics of the individual skills, derived from secondary literature,
and only limited attention is paid to the actual impact of song-centred activities on the
development of these skills. The option of singing the songs taught is never mentioned in the
thesis.

The practical part consists of five lesson plans, which are well structured and easy to follow.
One minor omission occurs in Lesson 4 where the instructions fail to mention that there are
two worksheets (with exercises numbered identically 1-3) and that at the beginning of the
while-listening activity students are meant to switch to the next worksheet. Luka in Susan
Vega’s song was inspired by a boy but is referred to as “she” in the worksheet. This is not
impossible, but it would require clarification regarding interpretational approach. The
identification of potential problems and suggested solutions are useful parts of the plans.
The plans offer a substantial range of activities focused on both linguistic and extralinguistic
aspects, e.g. pronunciation (homophones), grammar (tenses, parts of speech), textual
understanding (coherence), social problems (bullying, child abuse), historical and cultural
understanding, and literary language and intertextuality. The exercise of choosing parts of
speech depending on sentence structure is particularly good. The worksheets provided in
Appendices are well presented. Adding full texts of songs for Lessons 2-5 would be useful in
order to provide teachers with complete lesson material.



Even though the candidate was unable to test the lessons plans in the classroom, which
would most likely lead to some interesting findings and improvements, the lesson plans
demonstrate sufficiently the significant potential of using songs in ELT classes.

The language and presentation would profit from more attention. The language used is
generally too informal and contains numerous grammatical mistakes (e.g. articles,
prepositions, punctuation). Especially the model teacher instructions ought to be
grammatically correct (see overuse of “will”, verb tenses).

There are numerous flaws in referencing. For example, Ross’s book chapter is cited
incorrectly with wrong date in Sources). Some references to secondary sources seem to be
taken over from other secondary sources without appropriate indication (e.g. Ross, Dronke,
Johnson seem to be used only as cited in Brewster [2009] despite being listed as individual
sources). Page references are missing in places where particular thoughts or claims are cited
(e.g. Brewster p. 16). The capitalization of titles in Sources is inconsistent. Acknowledgment
of source/inspiration is missing in the case of Lesson 4: while-listening activity 1 (cf.
www.tuneintoenglish.com).

Finally, the chosen way of paraphrasing by maintaining sentence structures and replacing
words with synonyms proves problematic as it sometimes leads to misinterpretations (see p.
19: choice of the word “shallow” in replacement for “sterile“[Brewster, p. 147]).

Prace spliuje/resptiuje zikladni pozadavky kladené na tento typ praci, a proto ji
doporuduji/nedeperuéujix k Gstni obhajobé.
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Otazky k obhajobé:

1. In your thesis, the singing of songs in classroom is never mentioned. Please suggest some
ways in which singing could be used or explain why you may prefer not including it in ELT
lessons.

2. In order to check lyrics comprehension, you recommend line-by-line translation into Czech
by students taking turns. Can you think of any other ways of checking text comprehension?

3. The title of Tom Waits’ song Shiver Me Timbers has a specific meaning linked to a specific

context. Can you comment on this and suggest how it might be used in the introduction to
the listening activity?
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