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Vyjadfeni oponentky bakaldrské prace:

The bachelor thesis discusses two American novels, which, in the author’s view, changed the
world. In the opening part, both novels are set in the context of literary movements of
Sentimental Realism and Naturalism, respectively, and their main characteristics in relation
to these genres are explained. In Stowe’s case, it is the linking of emotional appeal and
Christian morality whereas in Sinclair's work, it is the use of the naturalist lens to deliver an
uncompromising social critique. This section is directly followed by analyses of the respective
novels that include detailed plot descriptions, analyses of the main and selected supporting
characters, and an assessment of the novels’ historical impacts. In the case of Uncle Tom’s
Cabin, Ms Matysova emphasises the immediate great popularity of the novel, which allowed
it to reach wide audiences both at home and abroad. At the same time, she mentions the
unfavourable reception in the pro-slavery parts of the country, but also some critical
contemporary views of the novel as artificial and counterproductive. The significance of an
emotion-steering imagery in combination with Christian moral appeal is aptly pointed out. In
relation to The Jungle, Ms Matysova links Sinclair's own socialist stance and his investigative
journalist’s approach with the form and effect of the novel. Compared to Stowe’s empathy-
oriented emotional appeal, Sinclair’s naturalist descriptions were designed to shock and
mobilize. | think she is also right to see some passages in the latter part of the novel as too
overtly propagandist. Finally, the conclusion sums up the authors’ aims, methods and
contributions to changes in society. While Stowe’s novel helped steer the country towards
the eventual abolition of slavery, Sinclair’s book, albeit missing its author’s declared worker-
focused aim, accelerated the passing of ground-breaking food safety legislation.

The strength of this thesis are the meticulously detailed plot descriptions, which are
useful for readers not familiar with the stories. Having said that, additional analyses of the
authors’ narrative methods and writing styles would be useful to demonstrate their creative
grasp of the content and their readerly effects. The character analyses, although still mainly
descriptive, are a good step in that direction. ‘

Apart from the prevalence of description over analysis, the major weakness of the
thesis is the absence of an introduction where the choice of novels, including the “world-
changing” criteria behind it, would be explained. This would naturally necessitate an
explication of the historical contexts — the existing circumstances which the novels sought to
change and the problems they tackled. Some of them are mentioned in the historical impact
sections, nevertheless, it would be good for the reader to learn at the beginning why these
books were written and what makes them stand out among others to deserve the “world-
changing” status.

Ms Matysova’s use of primary and secondary literature to support her analyses and
arguments is not as effective as it ought to be. Examples from primary texts are used to
support the plot and character outlines, however, they are mostly only pasted in the text
with no further comments (e.g. on page 26 with two quotations, one from the novel, and
one from an introduction to the novel, unnecessarily describing the same thing). This is also
the case of quotes from secondary literature {e.g. p.15, 33). There are some flaws in
referencing; for example, on p. 15 a verbatim quote is presented as a paraphrase (note 14).
Sometimes, a quote is presented in a confusing way (e.g. p.20, note 30). The citations also
lack in consistency.



The thesis is well-structured and written in good English. There are some lapses into
informal language (e.g. contractions, phrasal verbs), occasional grammar and punctuation
mistakes and omissions. The detailed plot descriptions, on the other hand, demonstrate Ms
Matysova’s ability to produce readable, long, fluent texts. Despite its shortcomings, the
thesis shows a great effort to grasp the message of these two influential novels and
understand their contemporary appeal and impact.

Prace splfuje zakladni pozadavky kladené na tento typ praci, a proto ji doporuéuji k Gstni
obhajobé.

Navrhovana znadmka: velmi dobre

Otazky k obhajobé:

1. What do you think about the argument that there is too much sentiment in the depiction
of Uncle Tom which subsequently led to a distortion of the character as reflected in the
derogatory epithet of “Uncle Tom”?

2. In your opinion, why did The Jungle provoke action in the food safety sector but failed to

lead to substantial improvements in the situation of working people, as Sinclair himself
acknowledged?
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