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Vyjadieni oponentky bakalarské prace:

The thesis examines the portrayal of Southern society at the time of American Civil War and
the subsequent Reconstruction period in Mark Twain’s The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn.
A part of the analysis focuses on his use of satire and humour to address contemporary
social problems, such as the prevailing racial stereotypes, religious hypocrisy, and political
corruption. The theoretical part provides a well-synthetised summary of the historical
situation and highlights the greatest challenges faced by the country in the aftermath of the
war. In addition to biographical information on the author, Chapter 3 discusses Twain’s
writing style, narrative approaches, and sources of inspiration, such as the tall tales. Twain’s
inventive use of vernacular is explained in the literary context of local color writing. The
analytical section forms the dominant part of the thesis and demonstrates a very good level
of critical reading and literary interpretation skills. Ms Krautova uses relevant examples from
the primary text to illustrate the deep-rootedness of racial stereotypes in Southern society,
which made the concept of white supremacy feel natural and justified, and played a major
role in the failure of postbellum anti-segregation efforts. Her analysis shows that Twain’s
exposure of racism and religious bigotry dwells to a considerable extent in the depiction of
individual characters, their views and actions. Attention is also paid to the role of language in
social and interracial relationships, an example being the variation in Jim’s expression
depending on the social rank of the people addressed. In the last chapter, Ms Krautova
analyses Twain’s use of humour and satire as a form of social critique aimed at unveiling the
absurdities and contradictions contained in the prevailing white majority mindset of the day.
The thesis is written in excellent English, with only occasional inaccuracies. Secondary
sources are used in adequate range and manner and cited appropriately (some minor
inconsistencies appear in the use of italics in titles and in using both “Ibid.” and author/year
repetition in footnotes).

Prace splfiuje zékladni pozadavky kladené na tento typ praci, a proto ji doporu€uji k dstni
obhajobé.

Navrhovand znamka: vyborné

Otazky k obhajobé:

1. Please comment on Twain’s use of the first-person narrative in The Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn. How does he deal with the advantages and limitations of this mode of
storytelling? What does a child’s perspective bring into the story and the novel’s pro-
abolitionist message?

2. Numerous characters in the novel, both “good” and “bad”, appear in grotesque
situations. How does the grotesque shape the portrayal of characters? Give some examples.

Datum: 15.8.2021




