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Vyjadreni oponentky bakaldrské prace:

The bachelor thesis examines the depiction of female characters in Roald Dahl’s fiction for
children in the light of predominantly feminist criticism, but also other critical opinions on
some controversial features of Dahl’s work, such as the depictions of violence, aggression,
and anti-adult sentiment. The biographical information about the author in the opening
section of the theoretical part is very well linked to the autobiographical elements in Dahl’s
fiction and foregrounds his enthusiasm for and understanding of children’s view of the
world. Next, the significance of humour in Dahl’s stories is brought to attention and the
types of humour used are identified and explained using a wide range of secondary
literature alongside examples from Dahl’s texts. Several of the critical responses mentioned
suggest that some of the controversies over Dahl’'s work may have been caused by
misunderstanding or rejection of his humour by adult readers. In the analytical part, the
main female characters from five selected works are examined in detail, supported by well-
chosen quotes from primary sources. Ms Bublovd demonstrates, among others, how
humour is used to take the edge off some scenes that might otherwise appear excessively
violent, or repulsive, as in Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, The Twits, or The Witches. The
closing comparison of Dahl’s portraiture of female figures, particularly witches, with classic
fairy tales shows some interesting analogies, which may even justify some of the feminist
arguments against Dahl’s stereotyping of some female figures.

This is a very well-researched thesis grounded in careful readings of primary sources
and a good understanding of the ambiguities and problematic aspects in Dahl’s gender
characterization. Putting some minor referencing inaccuracies and inconsistencies aside, Ms
Bublova has demonstrated a good ability to work critically with a wide range of secondary
sources and to negotiate her own interpretations with other critical approaches and views.

The level of language accuracy is not as high as the thesis would deserve, with
numerous grammar, syntax and punctuation mistakes. On the other hand, it shows that the
author uses her own language to express her own thoughts. Despite its shortcomings, the
complexity and depth of Ms Bublova’s engagement with the topic as well as the length of
the thesis surpass the standard requirements for bachelor papers.

Prace splnuje nejen zakladni pozadavky kladené na tento typ praci, a proto ji doporuduji
k Gstni obhajobé.

Navrhovana znamka: vyborné

Otazky k obhajobé:

1. Are there any links between Dahl’s female characters’ looks and their personal qualities?
Is this aspect relevant for the criticism of Dahl’'s alleged reinforcement of gender
stereotypes?

2. What part does language play in Dahl’s humour in relation to characterisation?

3. In terms of the woman-child relationship, what is, in your view, expected from women in
Dahl’s stories?
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