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Vyjadreni vedouciho bakalafské prace:

The bachelor thesis delivers a reassessment of the major trends in the public perception of
Queen Elizabeth Il viewed in retrospect after the Diamond and, most recently, Sapphire
Jubilees. It recalls the most critical moments of her reign from the point of view of the public
image of the monarch and the royal family and continues with a selection of events that the
author regards as the most significant in relation to their public standing. These include the
tragic death of the Princess of Wales, the Queen’s visit to the Republic of Ireland in 2011,
and her public response to the Grenfell Tower tragedy in 2017 in comparison to another
major tragic event, the 1966 Aberfan Disaster. The events and developments are well
explained using adequate secondary sources and quotes from press reports and other
contemporary commentators. In conclusion, Ms Pavlickova identifies several issues from the
most recent past that are viewed as controversial and whose impact on the status of the
royal family and the monarch is yet to be seen.

The practical section presents the results of a survey conducted during the author’s Erasmus
stay in the UK. Considering the limited length of stay, the survey produced a satisfactory
collection of responses. While they cannot be viewed as a statistically valid sample, some of
the main results, for example the Queen’s popularity rates, correspond with some large-
scale statistical surveys, such as the mentioned Ipsos MORI survey of 2001 or more recent
surveys (statista, 2020; yougov.co.uk, 2021). The survey outcomes are discussed in relation
to the findings of the theoretical part and show that the monarch is mainly appreciated as a
symbol of stability and an authority expected to provide moral support at times of crisis. On
the contrary, their significance on a personal level seems considerably lower.

The thesis is well-structured and clear. There are occasional typos and grammar mistakes
(e.g. articles and prepositions), minor punctuation issues as well as some typographic
inconsistencies (e.g. ,, The Crown“/The Crown), nevertheless, it is written in a very articulate
and accurate English. The survey results are presented in a comprehensive way using
appropriate graphics. Finally, the fact that the survey was successfully conducted abroad
deserves acknowledgement.

Prace spliuje zakladni pozadavky kladené na tento typ praci, a proto ji doporuduji k astni
obhajobé.

Navrhovana znamka: vyborné

Otdzky k obhajobé:
1. Can you comment on the state visit invitation procedure in which the monarch is expected
to host foreign guests upon the advice of the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, i.e. the
government? Did any of the controversial state visits have a significant impact on the
Queen’s public image?
2. In your opinion, how much is the public perception of the institution of the monarch
influenced by the respect for the current Queen? Do you expect it to change with her
successor?
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