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. Cil prace a jeho naplnéni: 1. Cil prace byl stanoven a naplnén v souladu s tématem

1. Struktura prace: 1. Logicka, jasna a prehledna

lll. Prace s literaturou: 1. Vyborna: zvoleny a pouZity vhodné prameny

v patfi¢ném rozsahu

IV. Formalni stranka: 1. Odpovida viem stanovenym poZadavkim

VI. Jazykova uroven prace: 1. Vyborna

VII. Naro€nost zpracovani tématu: 1. Velmi vysoka

Vyjadfeni vedouciho bakalafské prace:

In Tomas O’Crohan’s famous autobiography The Islandman, arguably the most read book in
the Gaelic Irish language in the twentieth century, as it was a mainstay in the Irish language
curriculum in schools in the Irish Republic, a factual history of the rough conditions of the
primitive life on the Basket Islands off the coast of County Kerry is realistically portrayed.
There is little pathos and no romance is offered; the death of many fisherman and young
children are presented as a matter-of-fact, and that creates all the more power of its
description. Like so many others in Ireland, Flann O'Brien was always in search of Irish life to
satirize so The Islandman became one of his targets resulting in The Poor Mouth, also written
in Irish. Working with English translations for her bc. Thesis, Ms. Rossmiillerova has decided
to review and analyze the two works. She is fully aware that by not working with the original
Irish text, she will be missing an important portion of O’Brien’s satire.




Since neither books have been available in Czech and are rarely read outside of Ireland, Ms.
Rossmiillerova appropriately summarizes the two works before diving deeper into a
comparative analysis, focusing accordingly on O’Brien’s satire. Perhaps the only weakness |
see in her thoughtful comparison is a more penetrating approach to the characters
themselves rather than the environment they find themselves living under; | understand the
characters behaving in terms beyond mere survival, and the motivational factors of
characters in The Poor Mouth might be analysed, for example, than mere an echo of the
innocuous dancing in The Islandman and the festive behaviour leading to death. Indeed, the
fact that death is also repeatedly satirized by O’Brien creates a strong sense of “black
humor” worthy of greater attention than this thesis gives.

NOTE:
Please forgive my late submission of this evaluation: | tested positive for Covid (along with
my son Daniel), thus greatly delaying our return from summer holidays in USA.

Prace spliuje zakladni poZadavky kladené na tento typ praci, a proto ji doporucuji k ustni
obhajobé.

Navrhovana znamka: vyborné

Otazky k obhajobé:

1. Besides the aforementioned dancing episodes evident in both books, where else in
the O’Brien novel do you see such black humor evident whereby, for example, death
is even laughed at.

2. Do you think O’Brien is satirizing only O’Crohan or also the primitive life as depicted
in, for example, The Playboy of the Western World by John Millington Synge or of the
idealized peasant life as culture politics pushed by nationalist politicians such as De
Valera? Can you cite any of O’Brien’s satire which is not specifically directed at
O'Crohan’s autobiography?
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