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Vyijadreni oponenta diplomové prace:

The thesis examines the depictions of border crossings in selected novels by Cormac
McCarthy. The theoretical section defines and explains the fundamental categories
necessary for the examination of the subject using a remarkable range of quality secondary
sources. It outlines the history of the border as well the contemporary challenges faced in
the area, including migration, racism, drug trafficking, high crime levels and dysfunctional
law enforcement. The borderland is then explained as a concept central to American
Southern literature and some of the main critical approaches and classifications are
introduced. The author shows that borderlands are commonly conceptualized as spaces of
inherent ambiguity and fluidity, giving rise to specific symbolic structures reflected in their
literary representations. The frontier myth and the Western genre are discussed as
prominent parts of the Southwest literary tradition, with some of its major writers and works
mentioned. Chapter 3 introduces the author Cormac McCarthy, his literary career, and the
most characteristic features of his fiction, including Gothic elements, particularly those
typical of Southern Gothic. The following chapter focuses on McCarthy’s novels that depict
borders: Blood Meridian, the Border Trilogy novels, and The Road. The main plots and
themes, especially those of displacement and disillusion, described in this chapter
demonstrate McCarthy’s way of deromanticizing the frontier myth and challenging the
conventional image of the frontier hero. Like the previous part of the thesis, this chapter is
based entirely on secondary sources, including the plot descriptions, which means that only
Chapters 5 (primary text analysis) and 6 (synthetising conclusion) can be regarded as the
author’s own critical texts. Depictions of border crossings from selected novels are described
and analysed using text illustrations from primary texts. They show, among others, how
McCarthy addresses the problem of artificiality of man-made boundaries (geo-political, legal,
ethical etc.) discussed in the theoretical section. The aspects of motivation and (lack of)
success are emphasised as prominent features of the crossings. In this regard, the author
points out the symbolic meaning of the crossings as personal transitions, such as John Grady
Cole’s passage into adulthood in All The Pretty Horses.




The main problem of the thesis is its significantly flawed referencing, which
compromises substantial parts of the thesis. While the choice and range of the secondary
sources are impressive, a considerable amount of the information coming from these
sources is not adequately cited and original wording is frequently presented as paraphrasing
(e.g. p. 5, 10, 11-12, 16 etc.). Due to this, there are sections of text which might be misread
as the author's own while they are views and words borrowed from other critics. As it
stands, the author’s own contribution to the theoretical part other than mere compilation is
minimal. Several passages appear to have been inspired by uncited sources {p. 7, 18, 38)-
There are some formal inconsistencies in citations and naming of literary works. Finally,
there is an obvious disparity in language quality between the parts derived from the
secondary sources and the thesis author’'s own text, which contains numerous
morphological and lexical errors, stylistic issues, and typos.

Prace svyhradami splfuje zakladni pozadavky kladené na tento typ praci, a proto ji
doporuéuji k Gstni obhajobé.

Navrhovana zndmka: dobfe

Otazky k obhajobé:

1. In your view, what do the repeatedly unsuccessful crossings in the studied novels say
about McCarthy’s portrayal of the frontier and his representation of the frontier myth?

2. On p. 39 you mention John Grady’s vision of the {good) old world represented by the
ancient Indian tribes, associated with savagery and violence. How do they compare with the
wilderness and violence in contemporary Mexico?

3. Compare McCarthy’s characters with the traditional frontier hero archetype. What does it
indicate about McCarthy’s approach to the Western genre?
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