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. Cil préce a jeho naplnéni: . Cil prace byl stanoven a napinén v souladu s tématem
. Cil prace byl naplnén s drobnymi nedostatky

. Cil prace byl adekvatni, ale jen &astecné naplnény

. Stanoveny cil nebyl napinén
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II. Struktura prace: 1. Logickd, jasna a prehledna
2. Pfimérend
3. Uspokojiva
4. Nevhodna

lll. Préce s literaturou: 1. Vybornd: zvoleny a pouzity vhodné prameny
v patfiéném rozsahu
2. Velmi dobrd prace sadekvatnimi prameny
v patfi¢ném rozsahu
3. Prumérna prace s literaturou
4. Slab3, chybna nebo nedostacujici

IV. Formalni stranka: . Odpovidé viem stanovenym pozadavkim
. Obsahuje drobné formdlni chyby
. Nesplfiuje nékteré zasadni pozadavky

. Nesplfiuje vétsinu stanovenych pozadavku
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. Vyborna

. Velmi dobra
. Dobra

. Podprimérna

VI. Jazykova Groven préce:
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1. Velmi vysoka
2. Vysoka
3. Stredni
4. Nizka

VIl. Naroénost zpracovani tématu:

Vyjadieni vedouci bakaldrské prace:

The thesis examines the British home fronts in the First and Second World Wars. It opens
with an introduction to the historical context, which describes the main stages and
developments of the wars. Attention is paid to both military campaigns and the changing
dynamics in the relationships among the warring countries. The next section focuses on
Britain’s domestic situation, which in both cases included a change in leadership and a
switch to a coalition government. It would be interesting to compare these shifts of power
(also on the personal level) in more detail. They were, namely, closely linked with the public
opinions and moods in the country prior to and during the wars. A significant point has been




made in this respect, namely the extraordinary level of the nation’s mobilisation and union
especially in WWII, considering its historical aversion to “big government” and robust state
regulation. The conditions and forms of the home fronts are first discussed separately for
either war to be compared in the subsequent chapter. Mr Sova’s research shows that the
principal components of the domestic war efforts in both wars were very similar, i.e.,
rationing, women employment, and air raid protection organisation, and, in addition, large-
scale civilian evacuation in the case of WWII. The key pattern that emerges from the
separate discussions as well as the comparison is that of a lesson learnt. While in WWI, the
government actions and their implementations were often plagued by chaos and
improvisation, the WWII measures were mostly well-informed and well-handled. The
comparative part shows Mr Sova’s good understanding and critical negotiation of the
information gained from the secondary sources. He synthetises the findings well and makes
relevant points regarding the differences and similarities between the two cases. Apart from
the more successful governmental management, he also mentions the significance of
personal memory of the previous war as a motivational factor that helped unite the nation.
Institutional guidance and information management played a major role in both wars.
Examples of WWI and WWII information posters are presented and analysed in the closing
chapter of the thesis. Mr Sova highlights the main features in relation to their target
audiences, making obvious that here also, lessons have been learnt. | think he is right to
claim that the WWII messages were delivered in a less direct, more subtle way, partly due to
the absence of the “innocent” exulted patriotism of the early weeks of WWI.

There are facts which could have been elaborated in more detail, such as the opposition to
WWI women employment stemming not only from social prejudices but also encouraged by
the trade unions, or the roles of frontline politicians and the royalty (especially in case of
WWI1) in maintaining the wartime public morale.

As for the presentation, the thesis is written in good and readable English, nevertheless,
there are numerous morphological accuracy and punctuation issues as well as capitalisation
inconsistencies (eastern/Eastern). One of the main recurring language problems is the use of
articles in place names (esp. names of countries). The text is somewhat repetitive in places
and contains several word omissions (p.15, p.19). Occasionally, some paraphrased passages
remain too close to the original text (e.g. p.20). Regarding formal requirements, the
references ought to be listed in alphabetical order. These shortcomings could have been
eliminated with more time allowed for final revision and editing. On the other hand, | must
commend Mr. Sova’s keen interest in the topic and attentive study and negotiation of the
historical facts.

Prace spliuje viechny poZadavky kladené na tento typ praci, a proto ji doporucuji k astni
obhajobé.

Navrhovana znamka: velmi dobfe

Otdzky k obhajobé:

1. Can you explain the meaning of the term “dilution” used in relation to women (and

others’) employment? Which war was it used in and what did it indicate about the
approach to such “alternative” wartime workforce?

2. Can you briefly comment on the personal changes on the prime-ministerial level
(Asquith to Lloyd George, and Chamberlain to Churchill) in relation to the public
morale and the level of civilian involvement on the home front in the respective
wars?
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