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Pomdmka d. I - dopln6nd Summary:

The Unity of Fiction and Reality in the Novels of Philip IC Diclc English Summary

During his over thirty-ye8rs-spanning witing career, Philip K. Dick managed to produce a substantial oeuvr€ of more than 44 novels and 120
short stories. while Dick hifiself famously spent most of his life struggling with vsrious paranoiac feds, bizare visions and phobias, his
novels gradually became widely regarded as a lestafient to postrnodem experienc€, stirring both exhilaration and a sense of measiness in its
readers. As Stanislaw Lem (1975, s. 62) famously observed, Philip Dick does not leave "his critics an easy life, sinc€ he does not so much
play the part ofa guide through his fantasmagoric worlds as he gives the impression ofone lost in their lablrinthr". To read Dick's novels
means to €mbrace the chaos ofthe author's mind or to rcfuse his despeote attempts to grasp the substance ofwhat it means being human in
a hostile mechanized world altogether a( delusional ramblings of a madman.

Malever pmise bestowed upon Dick firr his ability lo create a memomble effect is often repudiated by his apparent formal crudeness and
stylistic shoncomings, some of which can be safely attributed to the fact lhal for the full third of his career he ,emained, sometimes
unwillingly, sometimes proudly, confined within th€ walls of the scienc€ fiction genre scene. Even in lhe later years ard afler his major
fitefary breakhoughs, nunely The Man in the High Castle (1962), Ubik (1969) al,d Flow My Tea6, the Policenan Said (lg7 4\. phitip Dtck
stdwartly adhered to the naralive devices q?ical for the 1950s pulp magazines. His system ofreality dialectics (fi€quentiy referred to as an
ontological instability in this thesis), while aryuably nol always successtully realized, is rEgularly presentcd to the resder in a form of ch€ap
science ficlional plots, and Dick adopts this as a delib€rate aulhorial strategy, leaving the reader wondering whether they are being subjected
to a wild speculation or whether the nuthor is presenting his o*r recreation or fictional adrptation of some existing philosophical or
theological concrpt.

As of today, there can b€ very little doubt thar Dick managed lo forge a strong personal vision of the I96Os and the l97os in lhe Uniied
States, complete with underlying countercultural and anti-systemic tones, fears ofhow the scientific progress and technology might afrect the
human psyche, vitid descriptions of lhe torment wrought by the then prevalent drug abuse and th; (even today very mrich relevant)
t€ndencies to com€ to lrrms with rcality lhrough e penonalized beliefsystem built along the lines ofthe US New Age movements. Wlile
using .nd abusing the inner workings of popular literature, Philip K. Dick was able to raise numerous complex quJstions, which in tum
attracted an array ofscholars, cultutal theorists and literary critics to his works, with many ofthem preferring thet own narrow, sp€cializld
approach to his writings. All the existing partial rcadings ofPKD may prove chall€nging to dea.l with for any;ne, who is anempting any kind
of analylis ofhis work, and yet, there is a prcvalent notion a.rnong the biographers and professional critics ihat, whatever etseie riigtrt trave
been, Philip Dick was an author deeply influenced by rhe postrnodem social (dislorder.

This lhesis discusses the VALIS novel lrilogy, which consists of ,'lZ6 The Diehre Invasion ,IItd fhe Trarrsmigration of Timottry Archet.
written during the last period of its author's life, the lrilo&, offers many unique elements which are far less prominent oi altogether absent
from Dick's earlier wT itings. PKD atteotpted to experiment with both lhe form ofthese texts and their nanative cohesion, which is especially
true in I/,411S, bul also reused some ofhis earlier concepts, often adding a slighl ofhis then-favorite esoleric ttvist to them.

Among these three nov€ls, only The Divitu lnvasio, can be undoubtedly label€d as science fictional as it is the only on€ in the s€ries lhal
employs clea y defin€d frlturistic nowm and makes a use of ty?ical sF motifs of advanced technology (space trav;, o$erworld colonies,
flying cals, machines prescrving consciousness in ftozen bodies). I/,11,.4S, on the olher h6nd, is a novel written in a style of postrnodem
metafiction and focuses mainly on the author's own personal experionces. This is not lo say that the fabula ofth€ novel is-a faithhrl retelling
of rcalJif€ €v€nts, or even an att€mpt at one, ,72lS is basically a novelizarion of Dick's ffirous speculative diary, the co-called Ex€a"srr,
and can b€ easily read as a manifesto of author's sudden streak of obsessive religious feNor, y;t with clearly identifiable SF elements
(altemate rcalities, thought extracling technologies). The Transmigation of Tinothy Archer is aromm a ctef, atr intimate tribute lo Dick's
real-life fri€nd, mentor and r€ligious inspiration - Episcopal bishop James Pik€, vrho tragically died in Israeli dese( in 1969 Transmigration
is in essence a mainstream novel, likes ofwhich Dick always strived lo publish but scarc€ly had a chance in his eadier years, and in a iense a
realistic, mor€ skeptical lake on the topic of the two previous titles. The SF elements n Transmigation are \tery subtle, mostly taking a
shape of later dismissed speculations (the titular transmigation ofbishop Timothy tucher into the mind ofschizophrenic nill), bui Dick sti[
writes lhe story as I pulp novelist, which is clear fiom his fast-paced, ever-changing style of narration.

me Trilog, finy be considered, in a s€nse, a pinnacle of Philip K Dick's rich and often ambivalent o€uvre. Wlile the respective novels are
usually analyzed in terms ofDick's ke] lhemes, his philosophical, theological and ethical speculalions, this thesis chose a d_ifferent approach.
It is a well_hown facl among Dickran scholars that for most of his active *riting carcer, he displayed a strong tandency towards
autobiographizalion. For this reason, multiple biogaphicrl sourc€s werc drawn upon in order to provide i better und;tarding of Dick,s
multilayered nalrative style, which oncn oscillates between real-life concepts and ficlional speculitive designs. While this thesii choses ro
present biographical category as an important part of PKD'S witings, the motivation behind this method;logical step is not to provide a
psychological profil€ of the author or to discem his aulhorial intents, the biography is threated ratier as a conve-nient ani easily appioachable
connection befireen otherwise very diffarent texts. To put it simply, the main focus is being put on the perceived interweaving ofihe fictional
and extratextual realities in Dick's works not on the analysis of author's possible motivalions.

The opening patt oflhis thesis deals primatily with an overvie\,y ofDick's poctics, his position within popular culture and critical reflections
on his works. It c.a be srgued thar Philip K. Dick's mastery lies not in a colorful storyt;lling but rarh; in a distinctive ability to use his ptos
to c4rrupt (or disrupt and deconsEucl) lhe, in Lyotardian terminology, "g"nd narrative" that lies beyond the rexrual boundaries of the
fictional rcality. The first palt of second chapt€r of this thesis constitutes an anempt to closely examine the specifics of this peculiar €xchange
between Dick's fiction and the "outer" reality. The following sections ofthe second chapter arc dealing with biographical characterislics ;f
PKD'S r,riting as well as with the summari€s of€ach rcspective part of the f/rlo$,. The third chapter diicusses vious rcalization of literary
postmodemism which are deemed rel€vant for the topic ofthis thesis. The motivalion behind 0i tlird chapter is twofold. Firstly, it fuflher
sp€cifies lh€ postnodem narrative strategies that arc recalled lhroughout the entireo ofthis t€xt and provides some other exar;ples thml
Dick's o$Il wo*s- S€condly, it serves as a basis for a discussion over the selected pans of the primary texts, which itself is a content of the
founh chapter.

t LEM, SlaDistaw, l9?5- Philip K Dick: A visionary among the Charlatans. Science Fiction Studies [online]. Vol. 2, no. I (March, 1975), p
5447 P022A-191. Cf . http:/Avwwjsror.orgstabt€/423.



Vviridienlrzedouciho diplomov6 pnice
VojtEch Hanzlovskj piedkl6da vfjimednou praci, kter6 je pozoruhodn6 originrilnim a
niirodnl/m t6matem, rysokou obsahovou i jazykovou urovni, i zcela v,.ijimednjm propojenim
interpretace textu s liter6rni teorii. Analfza je zam6iena na trilogii Philipa K. Dicka VALIS
(1978), The Divine Invasion (1980) a The Transmigration of Timothy Archer (1982), kter6je
posuzov6na z hlediska postmodemi filosofie. Vfbomd malost primrimi literatury je doplndna
obdiluhodnjm piehledem o literatuie sekundiimi (Barthes, Foucault, Jameson, Hassan,
Suvin...), coZ spolu s nadprumEmlfm, komplexnim zpracov6nim zkouman6ho t6matu
posunuje tuto diplomovou pnici na riroveri doktorsk6 disertace.

K piednostem diplomantova piistupu patii rysoce odbomf a zitrovei citliwj, tvurdi a
originrilni piistup k litenimi interpretaci, naprosfii samostatnost, pedlivost, dikladnost a
odpovEdnost, a v neposledni iadE intenzivni zi$em o zvolenl t6ma. Jak naznaduje jiZ titul
prdce, Vojt6ch Hanzlovshi poukazuje zejm6na na relativitu individurilni zku5enosti v r6mci
prolinrini reality a fikce v rom6nu na pozadi zajimaqich litenlmich, kultumich i
spoledenskych souvislosti. Vlichodiskem zkoum6ni je velmi piinosnii5 vEdecky podloZenrl
teoretick6 charakteristika pojmri, spojenjch se Z6nrem science fiction (napiiklad ,,novum").
Diplomant zarovei upozoriuje na filosoficky piesah, diky kter6mu byl Philip K. Dick nazvrin

,,Shakespearem science fiction." Pro hlub5i pochopeni Dickova dila je drileZita ijeho osobni,
Zivotni zku5enost, kter6 se Vojtdch Hanzlovsky vdnuje velmi do hloubky a celkovE se zamf5li
nad qjznamem biografick6ho piistupu k liter6mimu dilu.

Spojeni diplomantovlich rozsilhl;y'ch a hlubokjch teoretickfch malosti, velmi pozom6ho a
vnimav6ho dteni i schopnosti lyjadiovat se na rysok6 akademickd trovni a zArovei dtiv6 a
poutav6 qtvriii podn6tn! a inspirujici text, ktery je velmi pfinosny pro vSechny, kdo se

zajimaji o propojeni literatury s otizkami a vyz.verni naSeho slile se mdniciho a stiile
tajemndho svEta.

Pr6ce spliuje a piesahuje v5echny poZadavky kladen6 na tento typ praci, a velmi riida ji
proto doporuduji k ristni obhajobd.

Navrhovan6 klasifikace: 1. vybomd

Ot6zkv k obhaiobE: Co Vas na zkouman6 trilogii nejvice zalujalo? Vedou podle Viis
teologick6 odkazy (motiv spasitele) k posileni etick6 strrlnky Zrinru SF nebo spi5e naopak?

",, ,)
Podpis vedoucfho diplomovd pr ce: ...//:.rr.(:*.././.i*.:':4*:r-:

Datum: 18.1. 2023

Vlastni analjze jednotlivych piibdhri trilogie piedchrizi piehledn6 piedstaveni hlavnich rysri
postmodemismu (pastiS, rozruSeni dasovosti, fragmentri,rnost, voln6 asociace, paranoi4
bludnj kruh a metafikce). VojtEch Hanzlovskf si v5im6 vSech drileZit'.fch aspektu, kter6
v nrlsledujici kapitole ukazuje na konkr6tnich pffkladech z Dickovlfch d6l. Je tieba ocenit i
funkdni vyuZiti citaci, kter6 velmi vhodnd doplnuji vlastni text, osvdtluji vddeck6 r".fchodiska
a ilustruji autoruv piistup k analyzovan6 problematice. Odkazy ke konkr6tnim teoretickjm
studiim i k autentickdmu literiiirnimu textu jsou vZdy konfrontoviiny s vlastnim pohledem
diplomanta na dan6 t6ma.

Zifur science fiction je tak prostiednictvim piedkl6dan6 analfzy Dickory trilogie piedstaven
jako neopominutelny proud liter6rniho vjvoje, kterf je ptsobivE propojenj s filosofickou,
teologickou i psychologickou dimenzi lidsk6ho proZivrfuri sv6ta.


