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1. Vyborna: zvoleny a pouZity vhodné prameny
v patficném rozsahu, presna prace s citacemi, kriticka
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Vyjadreni vedouci diplomové prace:

In her diploma thesis, Kamila Benitkova decided to explore the theme of the animal and
human world in the works of American naturalism of the 20" century. She included the
works of the contemporary author Cormac McCarthy in the context of her analysis as
McCarthy seemed to continue the extensive interest of American writers in nature and the
animal-human world confrontation in the 1990s. In the introductory part of her thesis, she
offers a detailed characteristics of American naturalism, using relevant and appropriate
secondary sources (H. Bloom, Zhang, Binford, Campbell, Kollin). As an integral part of the
introduction, Cormac McCarthy is placed in the context of American Western literature
which, according to the author of the thesis, reflects on environmental changes and
subsequent human responses of the problematics. McCarthy is viewed as an author of post-
apocalyptic fiction which is partly relevant also in the interpretation of the so-called border
trilogy written by the author in the 1990s.

The following chapters of the thesis focus on selected biographical facts of Jack London and
C. McCarthy which are relevant to the literary analysis further on. This part, carefully written
with a hint of Kamila’s enthusiasm about the topic, is partially based on Irving Stone’s
fictional biography of Jack London, apart from other sources (Foner, Stefoff, Etulain, Walker),
providing appropriate and formally correct citations. Jack London’s short adventurous life
and extensive literary career is further confronted with the context of American literature
and London’s life philosophy and literary influences (Kipling). This chapter draws upon a
number of secondary sources which will be used as a starting point of the core of the thesis’
literary analysis.

The life and works of Cormac McCarthy are divided into three literary periods according to
the author’s early fiction, studies, the top of his literary career and his attachment to the
region of the American West. In the context of American literature, McCarthy seems to be
influenced by the tradition of Southern Gothic with an emphasis on masculinity, death,
cruelty and violence. The thesis also analyses McCarthy’s language and specific literary style,
under the influence of W. Faulkner. The core of the thesis offers a carefully written literary
analyses of Jack London’s works The Call of the Wild and a short story To Build a Fire with
respect to the tradition of American naturalism, concentrating namely on the theme of the




occurrence of animals accompanying humans in wilderness. These postulates are further
compared with Cormac McCarthy’s approach to the topic in his novels of the “border
trilogy,” including an ecocritical reading of McCarthy’s works (Dash).

Kamila Benickova showed overall and thorough knowledge of both primary and secondary
sources, using appropriate level of English both in the form, content and academic style of
the thesis. Her own original analyses are well-written and cover the themes in an
appropriate length with respect to the specific field of interest.

Prace spliuje viechny poZadavky kladené na tento typ praci, a proto ji doporuéuji k Gstni
obhajobé.

Navrhovani klasifikace: 1. vyborné

Otazky k obhajobé:

1. How does McCarthy respond to the environmental changes and ecological matters
through his literary works? Would it make a difference had we considered such
dramatic changes in Jack London’s works in the beginning of the 20th century?

2. Which of the works of the two authors seems to be the one that explores the topic of
the disappearance of the traditional understanding of the American Wild West and
the Frontier most intensively?

3. When was The Crossing published as the first parp of McCarthy’s “bgrder trilogy”?
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