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The thesis examines and compares the Great Exhibition of 1851 and the post-World War ll
Festival of Britain as major social and cultural events celebrating the achievements of the
nation. Each of them presented a particular image of "Britishness", and thus helped to
further (re-)shape the notion of national identity, or identities. This aspect is the central
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focus of Ms VotavovS's comparative analysis based on a detailed study of both events. Ms
Votavov5 uses a wide range of secondary sources to describe both events in abundant detail,
including some interesting, less known facts, such as the 1851 Exhibition's prompting the
passing of new patent legislation. The theoretical section indicates most of the major
differences and similarities, which are further discussed in relation to the concept of
Britishness in the analwical part. The latter opens with an introduction of the concept of
national identity although the definition of a nation is provided instead. Nonetheless, it
emphasises the sense of belonging to a community as the basis of "inner identity" as

opposed to national identity defined by citizenship. This is significant for the next part of the
argument concerning the complexity of the concept of national identity, or identities, in the
United Kingdom as a multinational state. As Ms Votavova's summary indicates, "Britishness"
may be understood and felt very differently by different individuals. What lmiss in this
section is at least an attempt to outline some of the main facets that are generally assumed
to characterise "Britishness", which would be a good starting point for the following
comparative section. This brings a comparison of selected defining features of both events,
such as the international vs national dimension, and the related representations of nations
of the British Empire and the regions of the UK, respectively. Compared to the extensive
theoretical part, the practical section feels somewhat underdeveloped and rushed. The
comparison prevails to be polarised throughout with limited synthetising view on how the
self-conception and self-image of the nation shifted (or not) across the century and beyond.
On the other hand, Ms Votavovd describes well how "Britishness" was defined in

iuxtaposition to "the other", which also changed with time and circumstances. She is also

correct to point out that despite the emphasis on unity and cohesion, the notion of
Britishness, and especially Anglo-British ness, has been far from inclusive, referring to the
visible absence or marginalisation of substantial segments of British society, most notably
women and the immigrant population.
Overall, this is a very good thesis written in excellent English, very informative and readable.

Ms Votavovd worked almost entirely independently, showing excellent research and

referencing skills. There are occasional accuracy issues, such as misplaced articles and wrong
prepositions, some typos and punctuation errors. There are only very few minor
inconsistencies in references.

Prdce splfiuje ziikladni poZadavky kladen6 na tento typ praci, a proto ji doporuduji k tistni
obhajob6.

Otdzkv k obhaiob6:

1. According to Conekin, the fact of Britain's being an island nation has been central to
the idea of Britishness and the notion of national identity. Can you explain whether

this aspect was included in the image of the nation presented by the events, and if
so, how?

2. The film Family Portroit mentioned in section 8.6 is an excellent illustration of the

highly nostalgic and idealized image of the nation promoted by the Festival of Britain.

Can you briefly summarize and comment on it? (Full version is available on

www.arch ive.org. )
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