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Based on her interest in contemporary British fiction, which Kristyna Mykytyn analysed in
her bachelor thesis, the focus of her final diploma thesis centres upon the selected prose of
Graham Swift and his understanding of space, namely the landscape of the Fens in
Waterland and the general postmodern approach to space in a minor piece of fiction Out of
This World.

The first, theoretical part of the thesis specifies the differences between the two literary
periods of British Modernism and 20" century postmodern literature. The experimental
structure of both modernism and postmodern literature is seen through the perspective of
the war experience (WWI, WWII, respectively), industrialization, consumerism, social and
political changes of the two respective periods of the 20" century. The role of social
liberalization and emphasis on regionalism is highlighted with respect to the interpretational
analysis in the second part of the thesis. The key concepts specified for Swift’s postmodern
approach to literature are defined as metafiction, intertextuality, faction and playfulness.
The theoretical part of the thesis further introduces the characteristics of contemporary
British fiction based on relevant secondary sources. Within the characteristics, broad terms
such as the English novel, British fiction, postcolonial literature and literature of the
Commonwealth are distinguished. The following chapter focuses on the definitions of space
in the understanding of French philosophers (Lefebvre, Foucault), more specifically with
respect to the notion of the spatial turn and the production of space. The foundations of the
theoretical approach, including temporal distortion, draws upon the studies of P. Smethurst,
D. James, Balshaw and Kennedy (Urban Space and Representation). The last but also
significant theoretical passage is devoted to the use of the term chronotope according to
Bakhtin and Smethurst (The Postmodern Chronotope).

The interpretational analysis centres upon Swift’s problematizing of history, the sense of
place and placelessness and globalisation in a confrontation with other contemporary British
authors (lan McEwan, Kazuo Ishiguro, Salman Rushdie, Martin Amis). Relevant secondary
sources (D. Head, D. Malcolm, M. Moseley) are used in this part of the thesis. Another
chapter deals with the criticism of Graham Swift’s works of fiction and the further focus of
chapter 6 and 7 is on Swift’s novels Waterland and Out of This World where the concept of
the structure of postmodern spaces becomes relevant both in the theoretical approach and




practical analysis. Emphasis is put on Swift’s sense of paradoxical understanding of both
personal and family history and global historical events and narrative. In Swift’s approach to
the construction of space, the sense of the present and the past become significant with
respect to spatial historiography. The role of the landscape features of the Fens becomes
associated with the element of memory and forgetting about the past. The issue of
temporality and the author’s scepticism about the idea of progress is also confronted in
Swift’s novel Out of This World. Specific motifs and themes such as photography and human
identity form the core of the second part of the literary analysis. However, Graham Swift’s
Waterland seems to be the crucial discussion point as for the understanding of space and
space-time relations.

Kristyna Mykytyn has chosen an exceptionally broad and theoretically a very demanding
topic for her final thesis. She demonstrated thorough knowledge of both primary and
secondary sources related to her thesis that she seems to have read with enthusiasm and
care for the general matters that do not concern only literature but our understanding of the
world. Her final thesis becomes an elaborate extensive piece of academic writing which
deserves to be read and studied more intensively. Kristyna’s own original analyses are well-
written and cover the themes in an appropriate length with respect to the specific field of
interest. Apart from minor formal mistakes in the arrangement of primary sources the thesis
is a remarkable achievement.

Prace spliiuje viechny poZadavky kladené na tento typ praci, a proto ji doporucuji k tstni
obhajobé.

Navrhovana klasifikace: 1. vyborné

Otazky k obhajobé:

1. Do the authors you enlisted in the introductory part of the thesis (Wain, Amis, Braine,
Golding) represent the experimental postmodern approach to literature?

2. Could you give particular examples of Swift’s usage of intertextuality which you
defined in the theoretical part of the thesis?

3. What is the major difference in the way lan McEwan and Graham swift perceive and
construct the space of their novels? /
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