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Vyjadreni vedouci diplomové prace:

In her diploma thesis, Bc. Michaela Matéjovska explored the role of race and gender in the
works of the most outstanding African American female author Toni Morrison.

In the introductory part, Michaela provides a thorough overview of African American
literature from the historical perspective, discussing a variety of genres in modern American
literature Including African American science fiction and drama according to relevant
secondary sources (Andrews, Mitchell). Her focus then shifts to African American female
authors where she also relies on relevant secondary sources (Williams, Foster) In the second
chapter, she concentrates on a consistent analysis of Toni Morrison’s works biography using
appropriate quotations including Morrison’s own theoretical works (The Origin of Others).
The following part concentrates on central themes in Toni Morrison’s works; first offers
general characteristics of race and racism with its American specifics, the psychology of
racism in the USA and its relation to gender. This part mentions relevant secondary sources
(Chakravarty) that focus namely on Toni Morrison’s works of fiction. Here the essential
themes of Morrison’s works are specified (the problematic notion of womanhood,
motherhood, female friendship as a means of survival, migration and slavery). Using
appropriate secondary sources, Michaela is able to see Morrison’s work in the context of
modern American literature, considering the literature of American South and the white
canon. The theoretical chapter further introduces the African American attitude to religion
mentioning the theoretical Christian concept of Jesus being black and the consequences of
the idea. The role of media in the overall image and position of the African American
minority in the American society, the passive approach, ignorance and denial in the
perception of the minority are analysed.

Aiming at the interpretation of Toni Morrison’s theoretical works and essays, the thesis tries
to define the author’s critical opinions and attitudes towards the serious issues of slavery,
thus providing a complex and thorough overview of the topic from the historical perspective
and also gives insight into the situation of minorities from the present point of view of the
American society.

The next part of the thesis focuses on the form of the slave narrative which pervades the
beginnings of African American fiction as well as the contemporary works of the neoslave
narrative. Introduced by the theoretical approach of J. Moody, the thesis further emphasizes




the female experience and the treatment of women who experienced even more intensified
forms of personal tragedies. A unique chapter summarizes the contribution of African
culture in African American literature and hints at the role of magical realism in Morrison’s
aesthetics. Here the thesis works with an extensive number of secondary sources (Atkinson,
Francis, Connor), introducing the foundations of African oral tradition of the narrative and
the role of women in the narrative.

The interpretational analysis relies on the critical overview of the selected topics of race and
gender in three major novels by the author (The Bluest Eye, Beloved, God Help the Child).
Each chapter of the interpretational analysis provides essential information of the novel’s
background, synopsis and particular themes and symbols. The author of the thesis works
with the concept of internalized racism, providing a detailed study of secondary sources and
citing primary sources. i.e. the three selected novels adequately. Finally, the concepts of
female beauty, family trauma and identity come into question of the analysis of Morrison’s
last novel, God Help the Child.

In her diploma thesis, Michaela demonstrated detailed academic knowledge and expressed
a deep understanding of the sensitive topic of gender and racism in African American
literature. The diploma thesis is a piece of the author’s qualified analyses of secondary
sources and a well-written and structured academic work.

Prace splnuje vSechny poZadavky kladené na tento typ praci, a proto ji doporucuji k ustni
obhajobé.

Navrhovana klasifikace: 1. vyborné

Otazky k obhajobé:

1. How would you explain the metaphor in Beloved in which Morrison “kidnaps the
reader” in order to share the experience of slavery, as some critics claim?

2. What is the role of religion or belief in Morrison’s work? Can we define religious
symbolism in the novel God Help the Child?

3. Can we trace radicalism in Morrison’s approach to the treatment of the African
American folk within American society, besides the passive resistance, ignorance and
denial you mention in your thesis?

4. What seems to be a more serious issue in The Bluest Eye, racism,/or sexual abuse
within the community? //
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