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Jiii Meisl presents a diploma thesis that discusses the themes of guilt, shame, and

subservience in four major dystopian novels, Aldous Huxley's Brave New World, George

Orwell's Nineteen Eighty-Four, Margaret Atwood's The Handmaid's Tale, and P.D. lames's

The Chitdren of Men, respectively. The high level of scholarship and the scope and depth of
the comparative analysis and interpretation make it a remarkable achievement that
significantly exceeds the usual standard of MA theses. The theoretical background provided

within the thesis is not overtly robust, nevertheless, it is perfectly adequate, and, more

importantly, Mr. Meisl's confident and thorough critical handling of the subject

demonstrates an impressive level of expertise, obviously building on his bachelor thesis

research and beyond. When pondering over the popularity of dystopian fiction, Mr. Meisl

points to the speculative potential and creative space it offers (cf. Atwood's definition of

speculative fiction addressed on p. 32). The introduction of the authors focuses on

biographic factors that influenced or motivated their literary pursuits, such as orwell's war

experience, or P.D. James's Home Office career, as well as their creative methods and foci.

Before proceeding to the analysis, Mr Meisl defines the principal pillars of dystopian

societies, namely elimination of free will, preservation of the power structures established

(status quo), and psychological repression, while providing adequate theoretical backing. Mr.

Meisl also demonstrates persuasively that dystopian societies rely on highly organised social

structures, or caste systems, necessary for the mechaniSms of power and oppression to work

effectively. For the same reason, they require various degrees of dehumanisation and

dissolution of personal identity. lnternalisation of guilt and shame is shown to serve as an

ingenious tool of oppression. The examples of Brove New world, Nineteen Eighty-Four, and

The Hondmaid's lole illustrate very well how state-provided escape mechanisms (soma, Two

Minutes Hate, Particicution) prevent the necessity (and, for the state apparatus, danger) of

finding one,s own. They are also extremely efficient in nurturing collective unity and

collective quilt. when analysing the individual novels, Mr Meisl shows a profound and

sensitive insight into the characters' psychologies and conducts as well as well-informed

understanding of the power mechanisms and manipulation methods of the totalitarian

regimes portrayed.
The diploma thesis offers a highly original and thought-provoking treatment of the subject,

which, as Mr Meisl appropriately argues, remains (almost painfully) relevant to the present

day. His expertise and original critical and creative approach make his work a valuable

contribution to the dystopian novel research field.

The diploma thesis is written in excellent advanced academic English, in a very readable and

accessible style. Secondary sources are adequately cited and used competently throughout
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the thesis. I would add just a few small suggestions for further improvement: providing life

dates for authors would be useful; source references would be appropriate when referring

to someone's particular pronouncements or ideas (e.g. Newsinger, p. 28, or Atwood, p. 31).

prSce splhuje a piesahuje poiadavky kladen6 na tento typ praci, a proto ji doporuduji k 6stni

obhajob6.

Navrhova zn6mka : v,iborn6

Otiizkv k obhaiobE:

1. Are there any significant differences between the power mechanisms sustained by

secular and religious ideologies in the studied novels?

2. ln respect to the composition/publication chronology, have you identified any shifts

in handling the subject of totalitarian oppression across time?
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