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The bachelor thesis focuses on the Cold War in Britain since the 1960s, its political, social
and cultural consequences and should consider the influence of the era on the main
protagonists of lan McEwan’s novels Sweet Tooth, On Chesil Beach and The Comfort of
Strangers. A short introductory chapter mentions the life and major works of the author,
further providing a context of the Cold War as presented in McEwan’s novels which are set
in the second half of the 20%™ century Britain. The general characteristic of McEwan’s works
is based on two major secondary sources (D. Malcolm, D. Head), incorporating particular
minor studies by various authors (Ellam, Shah, Root).

The thesis works with the theme of history of the Cold War intensively in Chapters 4 - 7,
stating the political consequences of the conflict, its progress through the decades, and the
social and cultural impact of the Cold War on Britain. The thesis works with a substantial
number of sources which are cited in each paragraph, properly. As for Chapter 6 which deals
with the involvement of Britain in the conflict and the social and political climate in the UK,
there are some formal inconsistencies when citing secondary sources (p. 25 — 28) as they do
not correspond with the sources mentioned in each particular reference (reference 85 -
103). In the structure of the thesis, the seems to be an artificial discrepancy between the
theoretical part related to the Cold War era and the interpretive analysis which does not
work with the theoretical postulates listed in the first part. The second part of the thesis
appears to be written mechanically, regardless of the theoretical starting point, i.e. the Cold
War influence on the English people.

Based on the method of close reading, the core of the thesis (Chapter 8) provides numerous
detailed physical and personal characteristics of heroines in McEwan’s novels, supported by
lengthy quotations from the selected novels. (E.g. page 59 covers only the primary source
quotations.) The interpretive analysis considers the women’s behaviour in the decades of
the Cold War period in England providing examples from the life situations of the main
characters in comparison with side or minor characters including the male counterparts of
the heroines. The main focus is on personal relationships of selected characters from The
Comfort of Strangers, On Chesil Beach and Sweet Tooth, which represent McEwan’s early
and later (21% century) poetics and writing style, respectively.

The Comfort of Strangers offers a comparison between two major female protagonists and
their male counterparts, stressing the deviation of human behavior from the norm,
mistreatment and violence in intimate relationships. On Chesil Beach places the novel in the
context of cultural and sexual liberation and the issue of marriage in the 1960s. Sweet Tooth
is classified as a spy novel as the main heroine is involved in MI5 operations, working for the
secret service.

In conclusion, the thesis traces the differences between McEwan’s early themes (The
Comfort of Strangers, 1981) and his more recent novels (Sweet Tooth, 2012, On Chesil
Beach, 2007) which document the shift of his interests towards social and political issues of
the Cold War that changed his attitude to writing.

In spite of some formal inconsistencies (capitalizing in the names of chapters, citing, p. 27,
79), the thesis reflects more than a piece of academic work of a B. A. candidate, specifically
in the language and style of the thesis.

Prace je napsdana na vynikajici profesionalni Grovni v oblasti jazykové kompetence z hlediska
slovni zasoby, uZiti anglického jazyka a akademického stylu psani. Existuje podezfeni, Ze
prace presahuje jazykové kompetence studentd bakaldrského studia a nejednd se tedy o
praci studentky, ktera ji odevzdala.



ProkaZe-li se, Ze autorkou préce je studentka, spliiuje prace zékladni poZadavky kladené na
tento typ praci, a proto ji doporucuji k ustni obhajobé.

Celkové hodnoceni prace: velmi dobfe

Otazky k obhajobé:

1. What are the changes in McEwan’s early and later writing style as stated in the thesis
and its structure?

2. In the novels that were selected for the thesis, what do McEwan’s heroines have in
common and in what ways do they differ from one another?

3. What is the significance of Chesil Beach in McEwan’s 2007 novel?

4. Which novel you have read reflects on the Cold War most intensively?
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