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Vyjadreni vedouci bakalarské prace:

In his bachelor thesis, Matyas Rucki aimed at a comparative literary analysis of two works of
the Gothic fiction considering a variety of genre forms (Children’s Gothic, pastiche). In the
theoretical introduction, the thesis offers a detailed overview of the Gothic tradition in
British literature. The theoretical chapter relies on relevant secondary sources (Jackson,
Botting, Sage) and follows them closely in ways of paraphrasing and incorporating them into
the author’s own views of the selected topic. The chapter further deals with an historical
overview of the Gothic motifs from the 18" century and justifies the lasting popularity of
Gothic fiction from the contemporary perspective.

In the following part of the thesis, the Victorian context of children’s literature is introduced
from its beginnings, mentioning e.g. Lewis Carroll’s relation to the Gothic according to Anna
Jackson and the influence of Oscar Wilde’s children’s tales on the Gothic tradition.

The thesis’ structure then proceeds to the aspect of decadence in late Victorian literature,
demonstrating the theme of dualism of personality in comparative analyses of Stevenson,
Wilde, Wells and Stoker’s classical decadent novels according to Punter’s Literature of
Terror. In an overview of the 20" century Gothic, Roald Dahl and J. K. Rowling are mentioned
with respect to specific Gothic elements. Selected motifs related to Gaiman’s Graveyard
Book and L. Snicket’s Series of Unfortunate Events (ghastly guardian, orphaned children,
villain characters, murderers) are enlisted as a substantial part of the analysis. The next
chapter relates the sense of the Gothic and humour, tracing examples from L. Snicket and R.
Dahl, working with secondary sources (J. Cross) to emphasize the function of humour in
children’s Gothic fiction.

In a conclusion of the theoretical approach, the shifting poetics of the 21% century children’s
Gothic literature according to Karen Coats is finally referred to.

The interpretive analysis confronts the work of the contemporary author of children’s
fantasy and horror fiction Neil Gaiman with Oscar Wilde’s pastiche The Canterville Ghost. In
the interpretive part, the thesis first provides a plot summary of The Graveyard Book, using
relevant quotations from the novel. A biographical note on the author Neil Gaiman follows,
shortly enlisting Gaiman’s works of children’s literature. The core of the thesis focuses on
the Gothic theme and characters of The Graveyard Book, following the plot description
closely and citing the primary source properly. The analysis of Oscar Wilde’s Canterville
Ghost is preceded by a portrayal of the controversial author based on a variety of secondary
sources. An essential chapter of the analysis deals with the confrontation of horror and
humour in Wilde’s work where the author of the thesis provides examples of the mockery of
the Gothic genre as present in Wilde’s work.

In conclusion, selected Gothic motifs of both Gaiman and Wilde’s works are confronted and
analysed (treating the motif of death, the settings and the atmosphere of the story, and
outsiders as isolated characters).

As for the thesis’ language and style, there are several mistakes in morphological categories,
and repetitions of terms and phrases occur in consecutive sentences.

Prace spliuje zakladni pozadavky kladené na tento typ praci, a proto ji doporuduji k astni
obhajobé.

Navrhovana znamka: velmi dobre

Otazky k obhajobé:




Datum:

From the point of view of a contemporary young adult reader, what is the more
attractive title to focus on, Gaiman’s Graveyard Book or The Canterville Ghost?

Do you think Gaiman drew from the Gothic tradition purposefully or umntentlonajly'r‘ /
Why did Oscar Wilde want to mock the Gothic genre?

14.7.2023 Podpis vedouci bakalarské prace:




