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Vyjadreni vedouciho bakaldiské prace:

19th century American literature can be challenging and this work focuses on a specific area:
African-Americans as represented in novels written after the Civil War (1861-65), an
obviously discriminated minority recently freed from slavery). A significant mark of criticism
which must be leveled against the analysis in this bachelor thesis is a lack of analysis — too
often the writing focuses on retelling the plots. The usual features of racism is commented
upon by Mr Sykora almost as if he were surprised that racism existed. Moreover, the jump
from plot retelling to general U. S. history from the book by Tindall (cited as a source from
the bibliography but never cited in the thesis) moves away from a “representation” or
“imagology” literary analysis and more toward a question of historical analysis, as if these
works of fiction were historical novels rather than whole cloth. The order which these three
novels are treated is peculiar: Chesnutt’s 1899 novel is treated first, then Tourgee second
(1879) and Harper’s is the final one (1892). Why in this order? These points aside, however,
the time dedicated to the three novels and the commendable division and proper attention
to the themes of the novels are handled well by Mr Sykora.




Prace spliiuje zékladni pozadavky kladené na tento typ praci, a proto ji doporuéuji k dstni
obhajobé.

Navrhovana znamka: velmi dobfe

Otazky k obhajobé:
1 In your opinion, what motivated Tryon and Wain to see Rena Walden at the end of The

House behind the Cedars? It is unclear from your writing. Who is most responsible for Rena’s
death?

2 Does Tourgee have any bad or evil blacks in his novel? Cite an example if you can.

3 Who shows a greater adherence to realistic fiction among the three novelists, in your
opinion? Explain your position.
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