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Vyjadreni vedouci bakalarské prace:

As a topic of her bachelor thesis, Lucie Petraskova selected a literary analysis of a novel
written by a contemporary Southern writer Delia Owens in 2018. In the introductory
chapter, Lucie classifies the novel Where the Crawdads Sing as a specific type of literary
fiction, and she explains the difference between genre fiction and literary fiction, more
specifically the genre of a coming-of-age story. In this introductory part of the thesis, general
internet sources have been used and appropriately cited. The life and works of the Southern
author Delia Owens has then been placed and classified in the overall context of literature of
the American South. Relevant secondary sources have been mentioned (Brinkmeyer) to
enlist the key concepts and elements that formed the tradition of American Southern
literature (the sense of tradition and historical consciousness, the sense of the community,
the grotesque element, linguistic as well as situational and character humour). The genre of
Southern Gothic would, in my opinion deserve more space and consideration with respect to
the title that is going to be analysed in the interpretational part of the bachelor thesis. In a
subchapter of the Southern literary context, major authors of the American South are
introduced with respect of the tradition (Faulkner, O’Connor, McCullers) and contemporary
writers. The subchapter thus covers the Southern dynamics and development as well as
changes under the influence of globalization and migration. Ann Beattie, Wendell Berry and
Jericho Brown are mentioned as major representatives of contemporary Southern literature.
The core of the literary analysis centres upon Delia Owens and her novel Where the
Crawdads Sing. The theoretical approach to the analysis is based on the concept of the
human-nature relationship. However, the theoretical approach is not based on scientific,
sociological or philosophical principles but on a minor popular research among American
citizens who were asked if they find themselves as part of nature and natural environment.
In correspondence with the aim of the bachelor thesis, the theoretical approach then
attempts to define the sense of wilderness as a crucial theme of Owens’ novel. Wilderness is
seen as a problematic concept from the geographical point of view due to globalization and
the climate change. However, the term is not brought to light as a part of the literary
analysis or within the literary context.

A substantial part of the thesis concerns the cultural background of the novel Where the
Crawdads Sing, the novel’s publication and popularity, including the upcoming film version.
The detailed plot summary mentions the two timelines and offers the analysis of the main
characters and their actions. Special attention is paid to the landscape of the marsh to
emphasize Kya’s attachment to the natural environment where she grew up.

The theme and motif analysis is a disappointing part of the bachelor thesis since it is based
on students’ popular website litcharts.com, which is not mentioned in the final bibliography.
| believe Lucie Petraskova would have managed the analysis of symbols based on her own
ideas with a better result.

Occasionally, there are formal inconsistencies in the literary analysis (a quote mentioned
twice, p. 23, 29), and the pages of the novel are not properly cited. Few grammatical errors
occur (15, 23, 35), otherwise the bachelor thesis is written in appropriate language and style.

Prace spliuje zdkladni poZadavky kladené na tento typ praci, a proto ji doporuéuji k Gstni
obhajobé.
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Otazky

k obhajobé:

1.

6.

Datum:

How would you specify the genre of Delia Owens’ novel Where the Crawdads Sing?
Which of the elements you mentioned in your thesis pervade in your point of view/
interpretation of the story?

Is a novel always a type of literary fiction?

How would you interpret the ending of Kya’s trial with respect to her future life and
the sense of justice? Is there any ambivalence? How would you explain her
motivation in the murder mystery case?

Can the story of Kya's life as a marsh girl be read from the realistic point of view? Or,
is there a hint of idealism or sentimentalism regarding the process of her
socialization?

Are there any features of Southern Gothic in Owens’ novel Where the Crawdads
Sing?

What are the elements of romance and murdeﬂ mystery in Owens’ novel?
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