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Vyjadreni vedouci bakalarské prace:

In her bachelor thesis, Leona Novakova analyzed the work of the contemporary author of
fantasy Theodora Goss with an aim to distinguish intertextual features related to the context
of the British literary tradition.

In the introductory part, intertextuality is defined as a general relationship between literary
works and their mutual influence. The aim of the thesis is to examine the influences and
study the occurrence of characters, literary allusions, themes and direct references
Theodora Goss used in her novel The Strange Case of the Alchemist’s Daughter (2017). The
theoretical part of the thesis provides an overview of the British and American literary
tradition related to the analysis. The first part focuses on the Gothic novel based on the
study of F. Botting, enlisting the elements of the Gothic settings, atmosphere and overall
schematic characters and feelings. Attention is paid to the Gothic revival in the 1890s, which
will support the theory of intertextuality through the references to T. Goss’ novel. The
chapter further enlists major representatives of the genre of the Gothic novel in the course
of the centuries (Walpole, Lewis, Shelley, Stoker). The following chapter offers a general
insight into the tradition of the Victorian novel, providing a review of the social and cultural
changes of the reign of Queen Victoria according to Graham Tucker’s Companion to
Victorian Literature. Essential works of the Victorian authors are enlisted (Austen, the Bronte
sisters, Dickens, Thackeray), the chapter being closely followed by the characteristics of
Romanticism. Here the author of the thesis points out the continuity of the Gothic and
Romantic tradition where the elements of the Gothic and Romantic merge, an example
being the unique work of Mary Shelley. Wordsworth, Coleridge and Byron are mentioned in
connection with Romantic poetry, the Bronte sisters in relation to the works of fiction. The
representatives of the detective genre are seen in the context of the Anglo-American literary
tradition (E. A. Poe, A. C. Doyle, A. Christie).

The core of the second part of the thesis lies in the literary analysis which provides a detailed
overview of selected chapters of Theodora Goss’ novel The Strange Case of the Alchemist’s
Daughter. The primary source has been cited properly and frequently to illustrate the
method of close reading in search of the elements of intertextuality. As a result of her
interpretation and analysis, Leona Novakova provides numerous references to characters
and motifs that represent the sense of the Gothic, Romantic and late Victorian tradition. The
themes and overall atmosphere of Goss’ novel allude to the genre of the Gothic which relies
on the mysterious plot twists also present in the genre of detective fiction. In the conclusion,
the thesis refers to the aspect of feminism in the author’s choice of neglected feminine
characters within the Anglo-American literary tradition.

The language and style of writing of the thesis can be evaluated as very good. There are
minor grammatical errors and spelling mistakes (e.g. p. 27 - 28), with clearly expressed
opinions in simple but carefully written syntactical structures. The goal of the thesis was
accomplished successfully and the structure of the work corresponds to the essential criteria
of an academic piece of writing.

Prace spliiuje zakladni poZadavky kladené na tento typ praci, a proto ji doporucuji k tstni
obhajobé.

Navrhovana znamka: velmi dobfe

Otazky k obhajobé:




1. How would you distinguish primary and secondary sources you worked with in your
thesis? What were the criteria of your selection? How are they supposed to be
divided?

2. Can we trace supernatural occurrences in Theodora Goss’ novel The Strange Case of
the Alchemist’s Daughter within the genre of fantasy?

3. In the context of the tradition of the Gothic novel, what is the major influence on}

Theodora Goss’ work? \Qf\r\i
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