
Jmdno o piijmeni studento
Ndzev diplomovd prdce:

Vedouci diplomovd prdce:

Oponent diplomovd prdce:

JIHoEESKA UNIVERZITA V CTSTYCH BUDEJoVIC[cH

Pedagogick6 faku lta
Kated ra anglistiky

POSUDEK DIPLOMOVE PRACE

Bc. Lenka Deverovd
The Supernatural and Horrors ofthe Mind in the Gothic Tales of
E.A. Poe, H.P. Lovecraft and Stephen King/Nad piirozeno a hr0zy
mysli v gotick!'ch piib6zich E. A. Poea, H. P. Lovecrafta a

Stephena Kinga

PhDr. Kamila VrdnkovS, Ph.D.

PhDr. Alice SukdolovS, Ph.D.

lll. Prdce s literatu rou:

3. PrSmErn5 pr6ee s literatures
4@ii€,

l. Cil prdce a ieho napln6ni:

lV. Prezentace a inter retace d

1. Cil pr6ce byl stanoven a napln6n v souladu s t6matem

*
@
1. Logick5, jasn5 a piehlednd
2, PiimEiend
#+evh€d{+d

1. VfbornS: zvoleny a pouiity vhodn6 prameny
v patiidn6m rozsahu, piesnii prdce s citacemi, kritick6

a na lriza zdroj0

1. odpovidd v5em stanovenrf'm poiadavkim

@
@
'1, Nesplriuje v6tdinu stanevenfeh peiadavk&

o at:

V. Form6lni strd nka:

ll. Struktura D16ce:

1. Systematick6, logickd prezentace, originSlni a

drjslednd interpretace

in+ere+€t€€i

,"a
vtsl€dld



Vl. J azvk prdce: a) Po str6 nce stylistick6

Vll. Nd roanost zpracov5ni tematu:

b) Po striince lexikiiln6-gramatick6 1) vlibornS
:)+emaeb*t
3r4€bni
4+r€vyh€v{*rki

1. Vysokd

2-Sried*i
3-+iiz*5

VviSdieniooonent kv diolomov6 pr6ce:

ln her diploma thesis, Bc. Lenka Deverovd decided to expand the topic of her bachelor thesis
focusing on the horrors of the human mind in Stephen King's works. Her main aim was to
trace the continuing tradition of the American Gothic from its beginnings (in a complex and
thorough analysis of selected prose written by Edgar Allan Poe), continuing further on in an
interpretation of selected stories by H. P. Lovecraft and finally reaching the current state of
literature of the horror of the mind as incorporated into the works of Stephen King. ln the
theoretical approach, the author of the thesis summarizes the significant postulates of the
tradition of the American Gothic based on appropriate secondary sources (Hogle, Punter,
Lloyd-Smith, Ladd, Berman) and distinguishing affinities of the genre and American Dark
Romanticism, thus preparing the analysis of Poe's major works. As for the structure of the
thesis, a subchapter is devoted to the biographical profiles of the three authors of American
horror fiction. Here, a substantial variety of relevant secondary sources has been used
(Meyers, Quinn, Joshi, de Camp, Beahm) to provide a complex view of the lives of the
authors with respect to their motivation for writing horror fiction. An essential chapter
related to the theoretical research introduces the concepts of mental health disorders,
deviations in human behaviour, anxieties, hallucinations, delusions, depressions, alcohol use
disorders as well as the most serious mental health problems such as bipolar disorders,
schizophrenia and dissociative identity disorders. The theoretical approach then
concentrates on forms and manifestations of insanity in literature, be it for the main
protagonists of horror fiction or, possibly, with some relevance to the authors biographical
references. The core of the literary analyses focuses on selected short stories by E. A. Poe
(William Wilson, The Fall of the House of Usher, The Black Cat, The Tell-Tale Heart), H. P.

Lovecraft (The Temple, The Rats in the Walls, The Dreams in the Witch House) and Stephen
King (The Boogeyman, Secret Window, Secret Garden, Stationary Bike, Rat), with a clear aim
of tracing and classifying mental health problems, describing forms of anxiety and feelings of
terror, and finally analysing serious disorders resulting in manifestations of violence,
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atrocities and pathological or criminal behaviour. The concluding chapter then summarizes
the results of the author's research in a comparison of the works of the three authors.
ln her diploma thesis, Lenka Deverovd achieved the maximum in terms of students'
academic research, her work is splendid and deserves the best evaluation. ln spite of minor
formal and linguistic inconsistencies, the diploma thesis offers original analyses and inspiring
theoretical approaches, thus creating a carefully written and well-structured piece of
academic work.

Priice sphiuje v5echny poiadavky kladen6 na tento typ praci, a proto ji doporuiuji k istni
obhajob6.

Navrhovani klasifikace: 1. vyiborn6

Otiizky k obhaiob6:

1. What were your criteria for selecting the stories you have analysed?
2. ln the works of E. A. Poe, have you come across a protagonist or narrator who would

not show signs of pathological behaviour?
3. Can a writer or author of horror stories stay mentally stable and sane once he starts

producing texts such as H. P. Lovecraft's Rats, among others?
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