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Marie Hejlkova’s bachelor thesis discusses the attitudes, policies, and actions of the British
government in relation to Central Europe, which is relevantly defined at the beginning of the
thesis. The subject is a complex one that requires an ability to grasp the events and




developments from both local/regional, and broader European and global perspectives. Ms
Hejlkova’s text demonstrates such competence as well as proficient use of secondary
sources and academic writing skills. The thesis is well-structured, cohesive, and readable. |
appreciate Ms Hejlkovd’s ability to select and combine the essential information, which
makes the text highly informative and accessible to readers not so familiar with the subject.
The circumstances preceding the outbreak of the war and Neville Chamberlain’s
appeasement policy, including its problematic legacy, are described in a clear and well-
balanced way. Ms Hejlkova also shows how the government changes at the beginning of the
war were affected by both international events and domestic political struggles.

Useful explanations of relevant local problems and tensions, such as the territorial disputes
between Austria, Romania and Hungary, are provided to better clarify the decisions and
actions of the British government in the corresponding territories. The main British initiatives
included housing Central-European governments-in-exile, humanitarian aid, incorporation of
foreign troops in the British military, and also the Special Operations Executive activities
designed to support national resistance movements and perform subversive actions in the
German-occupied territories. (The SOE is misread as Special Organisation Executive on p. 31,
top paragraph.) Ms Hejlkova“s discussion of British operations in the region reveals, among
others, the impact of Britain’s complicated relations with the Soviet Union on balancing their
intervention decisions and later, on the negotiations of the postwar geopolitical organisation
in Europe.

The language quality as above the usual standard of bachelor theses, compromised only
occasionally by accuracy issues (e.g. articles, prepositions, missing or misplaced punctuation)
and several word omissions. The thesis demonstrates highly competent use of secondary
sources and good referencing skills. Well-structured, comprehensive, and clear, the thesis
could serve as a basic information source on the topic.

Prace splfiuje viechny pozadavky kladené na tento typ praci, a proto ji doporucuji k ustni
obhajobé.

Navrhovana zndmka: vyborné

Otazky k obhajobé:

1. Edvard Bene$ was not very popular with numerous British senior government
officials, which may have hindered the process of establishing the Czechoslovak
government in exile in London. Could you comment on the main disagreements?

2. What were the critics’ main objections against the SOE activities? Have views
changed over time?
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