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Vyjadreni vedouci bakalarské prace:

In her bachelor thesis, Barbora Stehlikova focused on the confrontation of the historical
reality of Victorian England and its fictional portrait as created by a contemporary author of
fantasy novels Terry Pratchett. In the introductory part of the thesis, the author provides a
detailed overview of the life of British citizens in the Victorian era, concentrating on social
changes, transformations and development of industry, transport, trade and finance, all with
respect to the selected topic of the thesis. The first part relies on detailed reading of relevant
secondary sources (Mitchell, Tucker, McDowall) that are being properly cited and presented.
The second chapter highlights the life in London and its 19" century inhabitants, stressing
the city’s population growth, employment, female and child labour, the influence of
schooling, the role of religion and work and life conditions (social class division, illness and
healthcare, crime and the role of the Metropolitan Police, women rights and their position in
society, etc.). A detailed analysis is given as for the lifestyle of servants, life in the street,
family life, the institution of marriage and the role of leisure time and cultural activities.

The second substantial part of the thesis relates to the theme and focus of literary genres
and traditions of the Victorian England, London specifically. The influence of critical realism
and the role of the novel are being discussed, contrasted with the forms of Romanticism in
the 19" century literature. The following chapter enlists popular classics of the Victorian era
including Charles Dickens, the Bronte sisters, George Eliot, Conan Doyle among others, and
also points out the role of children’s literature and the printing press.

In connection with the theme of the bachelor thesis, the next chapter introduces a list of
significant personalities that play their roles in Terry Pratchett’s Dodger (Queen Victoria, Sir
Robert Peel, Ben Disraeli, Charles Dickens and Henry Mayhew). Terry Pratchett’s life and
major works are introduced, consequently. At this point, instead of a detailed plot summary,
an introduction to the elements of the Gothic novel would be more relevant and useful in
providing a comparison within the literary analysis. The conclusion of the thesis, however,
summarizes the significant Gothic elements of Pratchett’s novel in comparison with some
aspects of the historical reality of 19*" century London.

The thesis is written in English in appropriate academic style, with the occurrence of minor
grammatical errors (p. 8, 9, 10, 21), especially in morphological categories. Nevertheless, | do
recommend the thesis for the defence.

Prace spliiuje nejen zakladni poZzadavky kladené na tento typ praci, a proto ji doporutuiji
k ustni obhajobé.

Navrhovana zndmka: vyborné

Otazky k obhajobé:
1. As the author whose novel you have analysed is a representative of contemporary
fantasy, how would you compare his work with the 19*" century realistic novels? Is
Dodger a work based on the principles of critical realism, or fantastic fiction?
2. What are the key elements which connect Pratchett’s novel with the context and
structure of the Gothic novel?
3. Do you recognize examples of Pratchett’s poetics, humouwr'and his significant writing
style in Dodger?
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