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Vyijadfeni oponenta bakaldrské prace:

The bachelor thesis sets out to analyse and compare Stephen King’s novel The Green Mile
with its Frank Darabount’s film adaptation. It opens with the novelist’s biography and career
outline, and an introduction to the novel’s historical context and setting in the American
South. The aspect of race, however, remains, in my view, underexplained. Matéj Dynda’s
paraphrasing Strengell as claiming that King set the novel in the Southern states ,to protest
racism and hate” (p.7) is inaccurate, and it also contradicts King’s explanation regarding
Coffey’s race in his interview by Tony Magistrale (p.13), which Mr Dynda mentions on p. 15
but leaves without comment. In a similar way, Mr Dynda’s approach to both King’s text and
the film adaptation is short of any deeper critical and interpretive engagement. The
“Thematic Analysis” is only a brief outline of the key themes in the novel comprised largely
of other critics’ views. The comparison of the two works takes the form of meticulous
retelling of individual episodes and spotting of differences between them. This has been
certainly done with great effort and attention to detail. Nevertheless, any critical
consideration and discussion of the changes and their effects are lacking. In the Conclusion,
Mr Dynda speaks of “impoverishment” of the film adaptation compared to the novel, yet it is
only here, too late and lacking further discussion, that the occurrence of any significant
losses is indicated.

The thesis is well structured and written in very good English. There are some accuracy
issues (e.g. misplaced or missing articles, “since” vs. “from” usage), punctuation issues (esp.
use of “that” in relative clauses) and occasional confusing phrasing (e.g. “it ended up
becoming leaving one sitting”- p.1). Shorter sentences, especially in the descriptive passages,
would make the text more reader-friendly. As for referencing, verbatim quotes, however
short, from the primary text in the Comparison section ought to be cited properly, including
page numbers. There are some other citation flaws (Toni Morrison’s “magic Negro” (p.15) is
a secondary quote; Internet Archive is not the author of The Green Mile resourced from the
site).

Prace spliiuje zakladni poZadavky kladené na tento typ praci, a proto ji doporuéuji k Gstni
obhajobé.

Navrhovana zndmka: velmi dobre

Otdzky k obhajobé:

1. Was there any specific reason why the novel’s time setting of 1932 was moved to
1935 in the film?

2. Can you elaborate on the film’s alleged impoverishments? What does the film lose
compared to the novel? How about the Brad Dolan subplot missing from the film?

3. Are there any significant differences in the racial representation between the novel
and the film? How do you read Stephen King’s statement that the choice of Coffey’s
race was driven by the plot only?
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