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Summary

Czech cultural landscapes and icons perceived asinlje national/cultural

significance to English speaking nations: the mmrindustry perspectives (with a

special regard to the South Bohemia region)

Author: Eva Razova

Supervisor: PhDr. Zuzana Setkava

The subject of the paper is the Czech culturaldaades and icons perceived as
bearing national/cultural significance to Engligteaking nations: the tourism
industry perspectives (with a special regard to Sloeth Bohemia region). The
paper is divided into five chapters. The first deagresents certain ties between
culture and history of the Czech lands and the iBnglpeaking countries and
briefly lists those individuals in history and/arlwire who could be considered as
such ties, followed by reflections on the imporertt tourism for the national
economy and the economy of the South Bohemia redtoimcludes also the
results of research performed in guidebooks inticelato the cultural landscapes
and icons perceived as bearing national/cultugaticance to English-speaking
nations. The next chapter describes some sub-regibrSouth Bohemia that
feature cultural or historical ties between the ¢Pzéands and the English-
speaking countries. The last chapter recommendaiceplaces as an offer for
specific groups of visitors, as well as an exampiepossible use in a web

presentation/tourism information database.
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Introduction

This paper addresses the issue of Czech culturdstapes and icons perceived as
bearing national/cultural significance to Engligieaking nations: we have tried
to analyze such issue from the tourism-industrgpectives with a special regard
to the South Bohemia Region.

The first part contains a brief list of culturaintiscapes/icons that may have
nation or cultural significance to English-speakiwigitors and what potential

such elements could have for the tourism industry.

The next chapter deals with the importance of smarfor the national economy
(with a focus on the South Bohemia region), whisitmportant to support and
develop the tourism industry, of what tourist paoindisposes the Czech
Republic and why is the South Bohemia region onthefmost attractive region
of the Czech Republic.

In the next chapter there are the results of rebgagrformed in guide books, how
the guide books present these icons and which mentshof the South Bohemia

region are mentioned.

The second part contains sub-regions of the SowtheBia region with its
monuments that may have national/cultural signiftea to English-speaking

visitors and could be interesting for them.

In the next chapter there are recommended plac#iseoSouth Bohemia region
chosen for specific groups of visitors and a majh wWiese places.

The conclusion of this paper brings about new fpagges cultural icons that may
have national/cultural significance to English-dpeg visitors can be used, for

example on website as a special offer for Englstaking visitors.



1. Czech cultural landscapes, places and icons thamay have

national/cultural significance to English-speakinavisitors

In this paper we have tried to analyze possibleraagnes and methods
concerning how to use the ties between culturehastry of English-speaking
countries in the presentation of cultural landscapes/hisgbrimonuments of

South Bohemian region.

The presentation of such cultural/historical largss and icons is different from
the presentation for German speaking tourists. AgnGerman, Austrian and
Czech lands there are many historical points otamsa from the ancient times
thanks to the neighborhood of these nations. Becaisthe long history of

neighborhood, the German-speaking tourists araalgtunterested in other kinds
of landscapes and/or icons than English-speakingsts (obviously, they are
primarily interested in monuments and places wlinate something in common

with their history).

For tourists from English-speaking countries is essary to find cultural or
national significance and raise their interest.rBymeans we intend to overrate
the importance of cultural contacts between thecBiands and English-speaking
countries; nevertheless, we consider it very ingidrto provide visitors coming
from the English-speaking countries with relevaribimation that such ties have

actually existed for a very long time.

The contacts of Czech lands with English-speakiogntries date back to the
Middle Ages, although some contacts allegedly edish early times: according
to the Kosmas Chronicle, the Czech prince Boleslamarried the princess

Emma from the British Isles.

The second Czech King Vladislav was in the middi&2S' century crowned with
a royal crown which the English King Henry Il. Plagenet had donated to the

Roman Emperor Friedrich Barbarossa.

! We have decide not to focus on a precise defmitib the “English-speaking” countries but
wherever this expression is used in this paper,nean primarily visitors from the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, &edl, Canada and the United States; of course
the expression naturally might include also visittnrom Australia and New Zealand, although
cultural/historical ties with such countries areséd on a different background, given the
geographical facts.



At the beginning of 14 century the king Wenceslas II. sent a missionrtgl&hd
to bring a part of relics of Thomas of Canterbuiy. 1382 the daughter of
Charles IV. Anna of Luxembourg married the EngliGihg Richard II. (“Good

Queen Anne”).

John Wycliffe whose thoughts inspired Jan Hus, dgseat cultural significance
for the Czech lands. These two names connectin€eeh and English history
should be used in presentation of a small SoutheBwdn town where Jan Hus

was born or of ruins of castle where he is saida spent some years.

In 1415 Peter Payne, the English theologian, diplorstudent of John Wycliffe
and a member of the Taborite movement took refulgdohemia and became a

leader of the reformist.

In the middle of 18 century the Czech King George of Rbrhdy with a Czech

mission led by Jaroslav Lev of Rozmital visited Emgl.

There were frequent contacts between Czech landis€agland during the reign
of Habsburgs. From this period the famous alchemisthn Dee and Edward

Kelly can be mentioned.

Jan Amos Comenius was invited to England to conthdtreform of English
school system.

At the end of 18 century and in the beginning of 1@entury the Czech lands
were influenced by the English architectural styiwrature and lifestyle. For

example, castles in Hlubok& and Hradek u Nechagte Wuilt then?

In South Bohemia there are many interesting plagiis national or cultural
significance to English-speaking visitors and ihécessary to use them and draw

the attention of tourists to them.

% Vliereck, Karin, Viereck, Wolfgang, Ramich, HeirfricEncyklopedicky atlas anglického
jazyka, Nakladatelstvi Lidové noviny, Brno, 2004



2. The importance of tourism for the national econmy (with a special

regard to the South Bohemia region)

Tourism industry is an important part of the modecgonomy. According to
estimates, the biggest tourist potential lies digtua Europe where a half of all
tourists are heading. The tourism industry is ohé¢he important branches of
national economy in the Czech Republic and conte®uB.1% to the gross
domestic product. And that is why is important to support and depetbe
tourism industry. The tourism industry has alsoeotpositive effects of the
uneconomical character. Especially that means th@a@ment enhancement; it
highly affects the appearance of the towns anage$, improves and keeps the

condition of culture and historical monuments.

One of the possibilities how to contribute to tteal improvement of the
economic situation in the country is to develop therism industry, to increase
the employment rate and also the standard of liahthe people. The tourism
industry has become important in the last 50 y&arshe social progress; it also
affects the standard of living of the populatiospecially in the centers of the

tourism industry.

The Czech Republic disposes of the large historeural and cultural potential.
Thanks to the high concentration of culture monumemd natural conditions,
together with the advantageous situation in thetreeaf Europe has a good
assumption for the development of the tourism itgudhe big role plays the
high number of historical, culture and technical nmments, including the
monuments registered in the UNESCO list of worldthge. The Czech Republic
can also boast with qualitative changes in theisauindustry. It consists in new
forms of tourism, provision of a bigger range ofvéses which are connected
with sport or education.

The South Bohemian region is very attractive bothGzech and foreign tourists

who look for sports activities, “active rest” orlttural venues.

® http://jcer.cz/pages/dokumenty/manual-pro-rozvajtoeniho-ruhu-v-jihoceskem-kraji.php
(20.03.2008)
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The importance of the tourism industry is for eaogoof the South Bohemian
region higher than in other parts of the Czech RepuThe tourism industry
employs 4% of the population in the Czech Repulthcs rate higher is in the

South Bohemia regiof.

The South Bohemia region has already been theifawigstination before 1989.
The region can offer a large number of tourist agtions from beautiful
landscape, natural reserves and recreational lakes high concentration of

historical monuments.

Present days offer new possibilities for tourisndustry development and in
particular for development of presentation of cd@thistorical landscapes and
icons. The formerly used educational style of pnestéon is not up-to-date — to
put it mildly, or not appreciated — to be more ignéforward, in present days. The
“old” forms of presentation cannot simply competghwother leisure activities
and it is necessary to find new possibilities howptesent the offered region to
visitors. The tourists are not dependent on trageincies and thanks to advanced
information availability via internet they can dgdind information and visit the
place they are interested in. Moreover, today’sistelare more demanding, they
can use modern means of transport, internet ang dse also the cheap air

transport in recent years.

Furthermore, the tourists are not managed with galgsive holiday spending
with traditional tourism but they seek also pogdgibs of active spending of their
holidays, such as hiking or bicycle-tourism. ThautBoBohemia region has the
advantage which can offer a wide range of tougs/éies and natural conditions
of this region help to develop this trend. The oegtan boast with well-preserved
countryside, pond districts suitable for activeitt@y but also for relaxation, and,
naturally, with its historical monuments. Thesenedats are definitely its main
advantage that the other regions have to createth&nadvantage is its location

on trans-European tourist paths/walkways (EuroV@o cyclists, walkway

* http:/ljccr.cz/pages/dokumenty/manual-pro-rozvajtoeniho-ruhu-v-jihoceskem-kraji.php
(20.03.2008)
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E 10Y. The South Bohemia region has the main tourist@ei summer months
thanks to good conditions for hiking, spending ftieee outdoors and visiting of
towns and historical monuments. Tourists want tm geperiences rather than
scholarly knowledge. This trend is supported byptnence tourism” which
offers many cultural and social events in Southdoia, such as organization of
concerts, theatres, advent markets, festivalsetfails etc. Many of these events

are established and known and attract the touast &ll over the world.

Thanks to easy information availability the toumigint to know more and more
and their awareness of interesting places increfage foreign tourists is very
attractive the mark UNESCO offering to the touristsnething unique a giving
them the feeling that they will see something sgeerhat they elsewhere can not
see. This brings the South Bohemian region in $t'srinotice as a region with

significant historical monuments and unique natacedditions.

Despite of these advantages the potential of toumslustry in South Bohemia
region is not fully used and it is necessary td fisther possibilities how to
increase the visit rate of the region and attraet tourists. For the tourist rate in
South Bohemia region is advantageous the use aifstopotential of Prague.
Prague is definitely the most visited city of theeCh Republic, tourists from all
over the world head to Prague and their main reagbrtheir visit are
entertainment, recognition but also relaxation gpdrt. These products can offer
as well as the South Bohemia region. Moreover, lrdigs in reasonable distance
and can be a significant source of tourists. Stewrty tours of tourists that visit
Prague and want to see another places increaseutti& rate in the region thanks
to good connection with Prague. A significant groafpvisitors represents the
organized group of people under the age of 19. Stveth Bohemia region can
benefit from this group of people; they may be ries¢ed in the tour Prague —
Ceské Budjovice — Vienna. This trend is also connected witleap air transport

— also tourists from far-away countries can visé& €zech Republic.

An advantage that could be utilized to a greateergxis the fact that the South

Bohemia region lies in the frontier region andatders with three foreign regions

® http:/ljccr.cz/pages/dokumenty/manual-pro-rozvaitoeniho-ruhu-v-jihoceskem-kraji.php
(20.03.2008)
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— with two Austrian sub-regions and a German reg{@ooperation with these
regions can offer new possibilities for tourism,irnteresting destinations are
offered on both sides of border. Another form obmeration with other European
countries is the programs of partnership towns.mdjor South Bohemian towns

have their partnership town, usually it is the tas¥ra neighboring country.

The South Bohemia region is a favorite place foeifyn tourists especially for the
high concentration of cultural and historical mommts. The regions afeské
Budgjovice andCesky Krumlov report the biggest numbers of incomtimgrists.
Most of the tourists wish to see in particular tastle of Hlubok& which belongs
to the most frequently visited castles in the CzRelpublic (just like KarlStejn)
and the town o€esky Krumlov, which is a symbol of South Bohemiaffareign
visitors. Cesky Krumlov is definitely the most visited placeé South Bohemia
especially for its well-preserved medieval centréhe town, which is included in
UNESCO list. In the surroundings 6&sky Krumlov there are another renowned
historical monuments, such as the castle of RoZbethe monastery of Zlata
Koruna. AlsoCeské Budjovice, the Sumava Mountains, the town @éBai and

its surroundings are popular.

These places are not missed in tourist guides Hrieatourists see them when
they visit South Bohemia. Another places are ldieslivisited by specific kind of

tourists, these localities are not generally prefitr But there are many
monuments in the region which are less known, butall as important as these
renowned attractions of the South Bohemia regidresé monuments are often
forgotten and especially foreign tourists do nabwrthem. The tourist rate in the
region is still increasing, according to data oflifiist Authority of South Bohemia

in main season around 120,000 visitors a%day.

This growth of tourists leads to overloading of thesst known tourist localities.
And that is why is important to present anotheaiaattve places to the tourists and
use the potential of less visited places of Soutihdian region. Among

neglected regions of South Bohemia belong for exar§pakonicko, Pisecko and

® http:/ljccr.cz/pages/dokumenty/manual-pro-rozvaitoeniho-ruhu-v-jihoceskem-kraji.php
(20.3.2008)
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Prachaticko. These areas can offer wide range wfstoactivities, included the

traditional tourism with historical monuments otiae tourism.

One of the main advantages of the South Bohemi#gomegre cultural and

historical monuments. This historical treasure ighiv the Czech Republic

unique. South Bohemia region has on its area atedplthe most of monuments
registered as listed monuments, in case of natiom#liral monuments has only
Prague more. These advantages attract especialyfotleign tourists. South
Bohemia region is visited especially by the tosrisbm Germany and Austria,
the visit rate from USA is about five percent. Teasons why the foreign tourists
have chosen South Bohemia are various. In caseeah&h tourists the main
reason of their arrival are for example historicabts on the former Sudeten
territory and also historical monuments. Austriaagrists have taken a fancy to

cheap shopping in border area and the possibilitheap accommodation.

Tourists from Germany represent the biggest grddpreign tourists in the South
Bohemian region. The German tourists come to SoBtthemia often

individually, sometimes they use package holidaih wavel agencies.

The neighborhood of our country with German larets from the oldest time to
very rich and varied economic, politic and culturahtacts between both nations.
Between these lands there are natural social dhgralucontacts. Thanks that has
South Bohemian region a big visit rate as far aeraa tourists concerned. For
this group of people are attractive for example théESCO monuments and
classic historical monuments. By the German tosireso prevails the older
generation, whose reason of visit are the abovetiored natural contacts,

nostalgia, historical roots and the desire to viwir birth place.

So in case of German tourists there are naturdurall contacts thanks to
neighborhood of both countries. As regards tourigisn the English-speaking
countries another presentation of the South Bohesgéon must be used. For
example the tourists from Great Britain are vergndading on services, they use
often the services of travel agencies, the regam@ugh information a internet is
the main source of information for them. The Bhtigsitors have liking for spa

and wellness, rural tourism and active tourism. tBdBohemia offers a wide

14



range of historical monuments to demanding Brita@lrists, which they still take
in fancy. The American tourists connect their hajicdbften with entertainment
and shopping rather than visiting towns and hisebrmonuments. A significant
group of American visitors represents older tosrnsho usually dispose of plenty
of free time. They are interested in history, theguire suggested itineraries, and

favorite are also spa and wellness programs.

To evoke the interest of tourists from English-$eg countries in less known
historical and cultural South Bohemian monuments, mecessary to highlight for
example points of historical or cultural contacétvileen our countries and stress
them in presentation of the offered place or momime

This is very important in particular as regards spraation of less known
monuments and cultural landscapes. Thanks to suithral contacts that have
something in common with the English-speaking coesf the interest of tourists
could be attracted and increased. The South Boheygian has a wide offer of
interesting places and cultural landscapes witie @otthe historical and cultural
contacts. In addition to well-known spots, also ki&s known places can boast
with a kind of a tie to English-speaking countrielsifortunately, such places are
sometimes not mentioned in guide books, or, at Isash tie is not sufficiently
described and/or exploited. If the South Bohem&gian manages to make use of
the fact that there have been cultural ties, it lsaoome known as a region that

uses new methods of tourism business support.

15



3. Results of research performed in quide books

There are many guide books about the Czech Repidilidoreign travelers.

Generally they give the description of the land aggions, facts, history, travel
information, the best known places or suggestedstdBut many of them often
concentrate on the same places which belong tonts visited and best known.
This places such as Prague for example are verlydestribed and contain a

detailed description of the monuments and toutist@ions.

On the contrary there are many of tourist sightscviare as well important and
can be interesting for travelers. Unfortunatelygentation of the above places is
often neglected in guide books which is why tosrisgmain unaware of them.
The South Bohemia Region is often very well desatjlbut its is only the city of
Ceské Budjovice and the town ofesky Krumlov which are mentioned in the

first place.

3.1 Czech and Slovak Republics — Lonely Planet

One of the best guidebook about the Czech Repishlionely Planet — Czech and
Slovak Republics (the third edition 2001). The @lidok now exists in three
editions and contains not only the practical infation but also the historical and
cultural background. The guidebook begins with ititeoduction of the Czech
Republic and Slovak Republic and provides factstlier visitors. In this section
there highlights of the country which draw attentiwt only to Prague but also to
Cesky Krumlov. The suggested itineraries mentiom disdichiv Hradec, the
Sumava MountainsCesky Krumlov andCeské Budjovice. This section also
provides information about special events and amotigers mentions the
International Music Festival i€esky Krumlov and the International Bagpipe
Festival in Strakonice. The introduction of the €zeRepublic follows —this
section says that although Prague is the maindgibdastination and one of the
world’s top tourist destination, more and more élavs feel it worth going south

to Cesky Krumlov.
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Among the best known castles and chateaux in tleelCRepublic, the castle of
Hluboka is mentioned. This guidebook is divideairdgions, begins with Prague
and gives the detailed description of each regidre South Bohemia region is
presented like a land of lakes, forests and figWith picturesque villages with
Czech baroque folk motifs present in architectéecording to various reports,
foreign travelers “flock” toaCeské Budjovice and the smaller, more striking town

of Cesky Krumlov.

The city ofCeské Budjovice is relatively well described together wittethistory

of the city but in the section “Things to See” therre highlighted only the best
known sights like the Black Tower, the Town Halhetmain square or the
cathedral. For example, the horse-drawn railwafaorous people having ties to

Ceské Budjovice are not mentioned.

The third edition contains a section “Castles andat€aux” which gives
information about some castles in the Czech RepuBimong them there are
Hluboka andCesky Krumlov mentioned. In addition to history bétcastles, the
guidebook also says that the castle of Hlubokéa nebsilt in the English-Tudor

style and that is considered to be an imitatioBrithin’s Windsor Castle.

The guidebook describggesky Krumlov as one of the Europe’s most beautiful
towns, with a well-preserved historical centre thats added in 1992 to the
UNESCO World Heritage List.! The guidebook furthentions the Egon Schiele
Centrum, a private gallery exhibiting sketches hg Viennese painter Egon
Schiele and presenting exhibitions of world arti3ise section “Special Events”

mentions the International Music Festival.

The Sumava region is also well described; most laoppiaces for skiing of
walking were not forgotten; the Boubin Primeval éstrnatural reserve which is
regarded as a place completely without human ietdgion has also been

mentioned.

In the description of the town of Prachatice andandings the reference that in

a small town of Husinec the Master Jan Hus was somot missing.

17



As regards the region of Pisecko, the guide boakdstsat Pisek is a town with a
pretty historical centre. Among the tourist attracs is mentioned the best
known, such as the Stone Bridge, the Putim Gatel#tfortunately, the guide
book does not contain the reference about the ljeltsic power generating
station built by FrantiSek izik in 1886.

According to this book the town of Strakonice hasttée to offer, except for
being famous for its bagpipes. The Internationalgi@e Festival is also
mentioned as well as the liberation of US army,thetreference about the world

famous engineer Pavel Pavel is missing.

The information about the town of Blatna and itstleais very brief, nevertheless
it contains an interesting reference that GenerdtoR stayed in the castle in
1945.

The presentation of the town of Tabor refers to khessite movement and its
history, but the important reference about Koziddkathat lies in this region and
is connected with Master Jan Hus is missing, as$ aglthe town of Straz nad

Nezarkou that is connected with Ema Destinnova.

The first edition of Czech and Slovak republicsteors the same information as
the third edition, moreover there is mentioned thateské Budjovice there is a
small Museum of Horse-Drawn Railway and the exgianaof the Hussite
Movement together with the information about Masin Hus and his connection
with John Wycliffe.

3.2  Nelles Guides Prague/Czech Republic

This guidebook concentrates primarily on the chmily of Prague but it gives
also a brief account of other regions in the CAgepublic. The guide begins with
the geography and history of the Czech Republidghénintroduction the Czech
Republic is divided into Bohemia, Prague and Maasections; the South

Bohemian towns are not further mentioned.
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The history of the country and the capital citgescribed, almost half of the book
being dedicated to Prague.

The description of the South Bohemia region is \migf and begins witldesky
Krumlov and its history, and the most importanicpka of interest are mentioned:
UNESCO Historical Reserve, Late Baroque TheatereEagah Schiele Centrum.

The castle in Hluboka built in the Tudor style ist missing. Then follow the
references about the towns such as Pisek or Stcakbaot again with their best
known highlight that contains each guidebook ane fitaces which can be
interesting for English speaking tourists from thistorical or cultural point of

view are missing.

The capital city of the South Bohemia regionCeské Budjovice is also
described very briefly and unfortunately, it doex give a visitor only a small

impulse to extend his/her visit of the Czech Rejoudlko to the said region.

3.3  The Czech Republic — A tourist guide

The book begins also with the presentation of #public, like location, nature,
population or history. There is also the sectiont“aAnd Culture” that provides
relatively good information, as it includes infortiaa about literature, film and
theatre and music. Among others, the section mesitiamous people of the

country for example MiloS Forman and opera singeabestinnova.

This guidebook is also divided into regions withréef description. According to
this book, the South Bohemian region is an ideatelfor relaxation, amusement
as well as visiting tourist sights. At the begmmithere is the description of
Ceské Budjovice and its history, the known sights and alse horse drawn
railway is mentionedCeské Budjovice quickly managed to catch up with the
industrial revolution; and it was thanks to it kgihere that the history of

European railways began.?

In the description of the town of Tabor is mentidribe reference about Master

Jan Hus and Kozi Hradek.
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The town of Pisek is mentioned only for its Stom&e and in the description of
Prachatice Master Jan Hus is mentioned.

The castle of Blatna is presented only as oneefribst frequently photographed

Bohemian castles.

Although there is a presentation©ésky Krumlov and its castle in the end of the

book, there is only a restricted number of refeesrabout other sights.

3.4  Czech Republic — The most beautiful 88 castles

This book lists only castles of the Czech Repulnticalphabetical order. In
addition to chapters describing history and archite of the castles, it includes

also practical information and color photographs.

From the South Bohemia region there are few castiEstioned. The description
of Blatn& castle contains information of the higtof the castle and there is also
reference that the castle is one of the few Czedlies which were returned to

their original owners after 1989.

The Green Room in the castle tower is also mendidng the reference what can

be seen in this room is missing.

The book includes a good description of the casfl€esky Krumlov and a
reference about the UNESCO Historical Reserve and MMternational Music

Festival.

Other castles mentioned in this book are: Hlubdkstle built in the Tudor style
and the castle in Pisek. The book also mentions hydroelectric power

generating station built by the engineer Frantik&kik.
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3.5 Baedekerd’'s Czech and Slovak Republics

As far as the South Bohemia region concerned thidefpook gives a description
of the towns and its surroundings. There is a datson of Ceské Budjovice, its

history and except for its famous sights thereoisé drawn railway mentioned.

This guidebook also mentions StrdZ nad Nezarkoléh@ved home place of the

famous opera singer Ema Destinnova.
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4 Suggested additions to points of interest accomtj to the individual
sub-regions

4.1  Sub-region ofCeské Budijovice (Ceskobudjovicko)

The capital of this region is the city @feské Budjovice. This city is also the
natural administrative, cultural and economic cerdf South BohemiaCeské
Budgjovice was founded in 1265 by the Czech KirtgrRysl| Otakar 1.

Ceské Budjovice and its surroundings can be interesting tiourists from
English-speaking countries from many points of vidlearbyCeské Budjovice

there is a famous castle Hlubokd nad Vitavou. The#l-known and valuable
symbol of the South Bohemia region was built in sleecalled “Tudor Gothic”

style, well-known from the Windsor royal castleEingland.

Ema Destinnova (1878 — 1930), the famous Czechaogieger, died irCeské

Budgjovice. Her fame became international in 1901 whlea was invited to sing
at Bayreuth. She made her Covent Garden debuteaRtlyal Opera House in
1904. She appeared there in several operas inglutim London premiere of
Madame Butterfly with Caruso. Her Metropolitan Opeéebut came in 1908 with
a performance of Aida. Her career ended with thaiog of World War I. She

retired from the stage in 1926 and died from akstio Ceské Budjovice.

In the beginning of the fbcentury, a unique piece of technical work was niade
Ceské Budjovice. It was the construction of the horse-drasaiiway (1825-
1832) fromCeské Budjovice to the Austrian town of Linz, the first naibd on
the continent (the first one in Europe was in End)a The horse-drawn railway
was used originally for transporting goods from zBammergut toCeské
Budtjovice, later as a passenger train too. Just a flreagments have been
preserved up to the present day — the station houSeské Budjovice, part of
the railway between stations in the village of Siaihand the village of Rybnik,
the bridge and the station in the village of Holkdte builder of the horse-drawn
railwvay was FrantiSek Antonin Gerstner. He alsoltbinie first public steam

railway in Russia. He spent his last years in Aggewhere he also died.

With the horse-drawn railway is also connectedfimous name Vojth Lanna,

the Czech industrialist and shipbuilder. He extenihe® horse-drawn railway and
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after 1832 organized the function on the wholenayl from Ceské Budjovice to
Linz. He also built the Chain Bridge in the SoutbhBmian town of Stadlec

which was used as a model for construction of tiegk in San Francisco.

The city ofCeské Budjovice was in 1945 liberated by the US army. At tfead
of the liberation of South Bohemia was the US Gan&eorge Smith Patton and
his third army. According to an agreement betwden WS and Soviet Union
command, a demarcation line was determined in iteettbn of Karlovy Vary —
Pilsen —Ceské Budjovice. Patton’s army participated also in libevatiof other

South Bohemian towns, for example Pisek, StrakoMuoaperk.

Ceské Budjovice can offer a wide range of cultural events.the historical
centre of the town there is the South Bohemian ffaeln the repertory there are
many plays from English authors. For example thsh Iiplaywright Martin
McDonagh, British playwright Christopher Hampton $cottish author David
Harrower. In 1994 there was a first night of thaypAugustine (Big Hysteria)
from the English author Anna Furse. Her play abthe emergence of

psychoanalysis won a Time Out Award for writing afction.

4.2  Cesky Krumlov sub-region eskokrumlovsko)

This very attractive region is popular for its disi¢y and beauty. The visitors can
find here what they are looking for: rest, sporitegtainment and also cultural

experiences.

The most visited town of this region is definitalyesky Krumlov with its well
preserved historical centre and one of the mostiedaland largest castles in
Central Europe, registered on UNESCO World Heritagefrom 1992.

Cesky Krumlov is an important cultural center of 8oBohemia, offering many
festivals and other events. One of the best knovemtein Cesky Krumlov is The
International Music Festival. Its history started1992 when it first took place.
This year the 18 Festival will take place; leading artists from tsuntries of the
world are going to perform. There will be concevfsclassical music and other

music styles, including the Irish folk music. Thestival will presentinter alia,
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the orchestra New York Voices from USA — the wirsnef the Grammy Awards
and the stars of Metropolitan Opera Jeanine Thqdl®4), Anna-Maria Popescu
(Canada) and Allan Glassman (USA).

Cesky Krumlov has also the oldest Baroque theatridénworld and the unique
revolving auditorium in the Castle Garden. This man theatre attract the
spectators from all over the world. The revolvirigge first turned in 1958 and
from 1960 the spectators could see lot of playsmfiilliam Shakespeare. On
Shakespeare’s 400 anniversary of birth in 1964thbatre staged As You Like It,
The Taming of the Shrew, Macbeth, Merry Wives ofnd&or and The Twelfth
Night.

The Egon Schiele Art Centrum iGesky Krumlov offers many of interesting
exhibitions for art lovers. The gallery offers ttiecumentation about the life and
work of Egon Schiele and also the exhibitions afsslc and contemporary art of
20th century. Since its opening in 1993 the Egohi€de Art Centrum has been
the international renowned and visited institutiom.1997 the exhibition of the
works of Andy Warhol took place there and in 200& tEgon Schiele Art
Centrum presented for the first time in the Czedpublic one of the famous
artists of the 20the century Keith Haring (1958-098lew York). His “graffiti”
often with political overtones appealed to milliook people in the streets and

underground in New York. He quickly gained the agjation all over the world.

4.3  Strakonice sub-region (Strakonicko)

This sub-region has many interesting spots to o8&rakonice is the biggest town
of the sub-region and it is famous for its castld hagpipe music. In mid-August
the castle hosts the International Bagpipe FestiVaE festival has been held
since 1967 and is also one of the most importaliktoie festival in the world.
The groups from Scotland and Great Britain willitvihis famous festival this

year.
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Strakonice is the birthplace of Pavel Pavel (*195@) Czech engineer,
experimental archaeologist who engaged in studydssible means of transport

of heavy weights by building the monumental corcdtam of the ancient age.

He was interested in discoveries of Thor HeyerdahlEaster Island trying to
explore how the monolithic “Moai” statues might kayeen moved into place by
a small number of people using only rudimentarytetogies. He performed an
experiment in 1981 in South Bohemia using a coecnebdel of the statue. In
1986 he was invited by Heyerdahl to Easter Islantest his experiment in the
actual setting, where he successfully replicated ekperiment. Only 16 people
with one leader were needed for Pavel to transptstalking moai”.

Another experiment which he conducted was movi3§ &n rocking stone at the

village of Kadov near Blatna to its original loaati

In Strakonice there is also the replica of the tehic temple of Stonehenge

which served for checking his experiment.

Blatna is a small town in the South Bohemian Regidre town’s main attraction

is the water castle, which is one of three watstlea in the Czech Republic.

Blatn4 is one of the few Czech castles which weterned to their original
owners after 1989 and in 1992 it was handed ba¢keddildprandt family. This
family acquired the castle in the year 1798. Afitee Second World War the
Hildprandts were forced to leave the castle. Tledtyfor Ethiopia and returned to
the Czech Republic in 1992. In the same year tistlecavas opened for the

tourists after a ten-year break.

Hildprandts lived in Blatna during the Second Wovithr and in 1948. In this
year was their castle expropriated, i.e. transfemeder “national administration”.
In 1953 the baron Bédh and his wife Cornelia (*1916) were forced tave the
Blatn4 castle. In 1958 the Ethiopian Emperor HaiBelasie visited
Czechoslovakia and because he know Cornelia’s fathe ambassador to the
USA, he asked the president for consent with theaving to Ethiopia. The
president agreed and the family lived in Ethiopiilul974, the baroness worked
as a translator for the United Nations in Addis B&e
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The castle of Blatna is also connected with manyofias personalities.

Jaroslav Lev of RoZzmitél, the owner of the castlethe second half of 15th
century led the peaceful Czech mission to the wmesteyal courts with his
brother in law the Czech King George of Plachdy. The diplomatic journey
around Europe was intended to bring a certain balan the negotiations at the
Papal Court, where general opinion was strong agéwe “Czech heretics”. This
diplomatic journey is considered as one of theiestrattempts to achieve unity of
European nations. The mission visited also Englamdiat that time Jaroslav Lev
of RoZmital learned about the bygone Europeanfarthe end of the 1% century
he had his room in the castle tower decorated latthgothic frescoes. The walls
of this room are covered in murals depicting vasioeligious and secular motifs.
All around the room are also coats of arms of m@wech houses and even the
coat of arm of the English Plantagenet’s as a mgmbEngland, where Jaroslav
Lev was knighted by the English King Edward IV. Adecthis coat of arm is also
depicted a legend of Saint George, the patron gfdsil with his dragon.

In 1945 was in this so called Green Chamber sigmedgreement of demarcation
line, which passed through Blatn4. The town waseréted in 1945 by the US
Army. General Patton stayed in the castle in Ma4519

One of important members of Hildprandt family wdsoaJindich Hildprandt

(1895-1968), brother-in-law of Cornelia, who dedéchhis life to sculptures. He
tried to apply his artistic ambitions in Switzertaand then in the USA, where he
became a relatively respected artist. He becameuarfor carving in hard wood.,
a technique which he learned on Cuba. In the ca$tBatna there are displayed
many of his works, also his famous sculpture asherman. The original of this

sculpture is installed on the coast in South Anzerite died in Germany in 1968.

4.4  Tabor sub-region (Taborsko)

Highlight of this area is the town of Tabor conmettvith the Hussite movement.

The town was founded in 1420 as a military basiiordefiance of Catholic
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Europe. It was the home of the Hussites, militasdgants who took up martyred
Jan Hus’ case, and for over a decade this was tivemment’s heart.!

The Hussite Revolution was an influential Churctome movement led by the

Czech Jan Hus, following the lead of the Englisfomaist theologian John

Wycliffe. Hus preached in Czech against the comegs of the Catholic Church.
Although Hus only wanted to modify the communiote rand to return the

Church to its original teachings, he was tried b Council of Constance for
heresy, and burned at a stake in 1415. His mamyrdparked a religious — as
much as a nationalist — rebellion in Bohemia. Tivead of the Hussite movement
and Hussite power had threatened the Catholicssttwver Europe. 2

Near Tabor there is a less known castle Kozi Hraldeki Hradek is today the
remains of a 14 century castle. Between 1412 and 1414 it was wgeebf Jan
Hus, who preached there. The castle was referred @bandoned at the end of
the 18" century as a result of a fire in 1438.

This region can boast with a unique technical mognim a late empire Chain
Bridge in the South Bohemian town of Stadlec. Ithis last empire bridge of this
kind in Europe. The bridge was originally built oxke river Vitava in the years
1847-1848 by Vojich Lanna. In the beginning of 1960's was the bridge
dismantled and moved to a town of Stadlec overritrer Luznice and in 1975
was opened. The bridge is also a favourite stapimigt for tourist routes. The
empire Chain Bridge was also a model for the soutf bridge construction of
the bridge in San Francisco.? In Stadlec died éimeous Czech engineer FrantiSek
Kfizik.

4.5  Pisek sub-region (Pisecko)

The town of Pisek is famous especially for its t@nidge, which is the oldest
one in Czech Republic, more than half a centurgmotdan the famous Charles
Bridge in Prague.

The town of Pisek is connected with the famousrexegi and inventor FrantiSek
Kiizik (1847-1941), sometimes called the “Czech Bdis®isek belongs to the
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first cities where FrantiSek ii¢ik installed the electric lighting and became the
first city in Bohemia with permanent electric ligid. In 1886 he also built a
hydroelectric power generating station on the bawmkghe river Otava. It is a

protected monument and contains original equipment.

When Thomas Alva Edison visited Prague in 1911alse visited his colleague
FrantiSek Kizik in his factory. Both inventors were big symmaéers of direct

current.

Pisek is also famous for its film school. The FAwademy of Miroslav Onidcek
is an independent film school offerinigter alia, study to obtain an international
Bachelor of Arts Degree in Film and Television. Adictures, seminars and

workshops in the three-year film degree prograncarelucted in English.

Miroslav Ondicek was born on November 4, 1934 in Prague, Czeohalsh
(nowadays the Czech Republic). He studied filmmglkahthe Barrandov Studio
Training School and began making movies during@hech New Wave. His first
feature film work was on MiloS Forman's Talent Catigion. Ondicek left his
homeland after the Soviet invasion in 1968, firsbving to Britain, then to
America, where he continued his long working relasihip with Forman on such
films as Hair, Ragtime and Amadeus.

4.6  Sub-region of Jindlichav Hradec (Jindirichohradecko)

In this region there is a small town of Strdz na#&tkou with a castle in baroque
style, where Ema Destinnova, the famous singertsp@me time. She became
famous in America, where she sang in Metropolitaer@ in New York. She also
appeared in the title role in Madame Butterfly inv@nt Garden in London. She
returned to Czechoslovakia in 1914 and she wagdoiw stay there till the end of
the World War I. She bought a castle in Strdz naddxkou, in which she lived
till the end of her life. In January 1930 she wasulght to the hospital iGeské
Budgjovice and she died there on 28th January. Shebwasd in Prague at the

VySehrad cemetery.
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4.7  Prachatice sub-region (Prachaticko)

The town of Prachatice is one of the best-preser®ehaissance towns in
Bohemia, surrounded by an almost unbrokefi dentury fortification. The town
of Prachatice was founded in the 13th century asading post along the
important Golden Trail bringing salt from Bavarrareturn for Czech grain. The
Hussites lead by General Jan Zizka conqueredli4 0.

Five kilometers north of Prachatice there is a swillhge of Husinec where the
reformist preacher Jan Hus is said to have been dmund 1371, and a small

museum.

In May 1945 the town of Prachatice was also lietdty the US Army lead by

the General Patton.

Through the town lead the instructional trail CéftsSumava. The trail acquaints
visitors with the history of Celtic colonization tife Sumava mountains, with
the history of the Celtic place @Hrad and addresses findings of research works

in this place.

The vestiges of the Celtic primeval fort ©tHrad (Giants' Castle) have been
preserved above the valley of the Losenice rivaar nbe settlement Popelna
(about six kilometers south-east of the small tavinKasSperské Hory) in the

Sumava National Park (Bohemian Forest).

It is considered to be one of the most importamnic Celtic place in the

contemporary territory of the Czech Repubilic.

4.8  Sub-region of Nové Hrady (Novohradsko)

The natural reserve Zofin Primeval Forest is sitdatear the village of Zofin.

The cold rainforest has been protected here si@&Hhd this reserve was
established as the first one in Bohemia. This m&taserve is considered to be
the oldest one in the world.
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4.9  Sumava sub-region

Sumava is a mountain region with vast woods andstsrstretching for about
125 km along the border with Austria and Germany.importance lies in its

large, thinly populated forests, which are reldtivendamaged by acid rain. 2

In the small village of Zii there is a war memorial, dedicated to the killed
soldiers of US Army from 1945. On the simple merabtinere is a text in Czech

and English:

“On May 5 1945

Of the 90th infantry division
Were killed here

In the battle for freedom

Of the Czechoslovak people

God bless them.”
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5. Suggested itineraries/contents of web pages fainug on different kinds

of visitors

51 Lovers of historical monuments

Recommended sub-regionsCeskokrumlovsko, Ceskobudjovicko, Pisecko,

Strakonicko

South Bohemian region can offer a wide range abhisal monuments for this
group of visitors. In this group prefer usually ghasits of historical interesting
places.

Foreign travelers who concentrate on Prague oftakena trip to South Bohemia.
For this group, the tour Blatna — Pisek — Tabateské Budjovice — Cesky

Krumlov, can be interesting.

These towns attract tourists with nice castles,raies and other historical
monuments. The town of Blatna is famous for itdleasith rich history and also

a beautiful countryside rich in ponds.
The town of Pisek with its ancient stone bridgs het far from Blatna.

Cesky Krumlov is known as the symbol of South Bohemncluded in the
UNESCO list of natural and cultural heritage and-erend more tourists visit this

town. Its atmosphere is said to have a lot in commith Prague.

Near Cesky Krumlov the tourists can visit Zlatd Korunahigh is among the

country’s remotest monastery complexes.

5.2  Backpackers
Recommended sub-regions: Strakoniadkeskokrumlovsko, Prachaticko

This group usually includes primarily young peopleo want to visit not only
historical monuments, but also cultural events.yllbag for experiences and they

represent a big development potential for the SBatiemian region.
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For this group of tourists can be interesting thi-egions with technical
monuments and where cultural events take placeltAlde destinations for these
tourists areCesky Krumlov with its monuments and especially tiod cultural
program such as theatre performances, the Inten@tMusic Festival, the so-
called Five-Petal Rose Festival. In summer theigtican rent boats, canoes or
rafts and it is possible to do trips to the Lipnakk, the town of Vyssi Brod and
the city ofCeské Budjovice. Not far fromCeské Budjovice there is an attractive
Renaissance chateau called Kratochvile where tivésts can find an interesting

Museum of Animated Film with examples designed btahle Czech filmmakers.

This group of tourist should not miss the SumavaiMains with many trails the
tourist can choose from. A recommended walk is gltthve Bear Trail past Bear
Rock, where the last bear in Bohemia was killedhid-19" century. This is the
oldest walking trail in the Sumava. In this area tburist can see the famous
technical monument — the Schwarzenberg Canal.

The town of Prachatice can also offer cultural gatement — The Gold Trail
Festival, with medieval costumes, tournaments drelvbrks. An interesting
leisure activity can be visiting the trail of Celis Sumava, which acquaints
visitors with the history of Celts in Sumava.

5.3  Tourists who prefer active/sporting holiday
Recommended sub-regions: Novohradsko, Sumava,dBicko

This group includes people of all categories, tsgover beautiful or interesting
spots in South Bohemia, they prefer walking tourscycling trips. The South
Bohemian region can offer many places where thasisucan spend their active

holidays.

Instructional or sign-post guided trails in the %wa Mountains or the
Novohradské Mountains are recommended to thesest®ur

One of the best trails in the Sumava Mountainsgdke tourist along the Vydra

river. Starting atCeikova Pila, trail goes along the Vydra to the vidagf
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Modrava. This is an easy 14 km trail. A longer andre enjoyable walk is

between Kubova Huand Zata train stops, which is 17.5 km long.

In the sub-region of Strakonicko there is an irgBng, less known instructional
trail around Kadovsky Viklan, which leads in thegidorhood of the towns of
Lnée and Blatna, passing through the villages of Vrbt@dov, and Slatina. It
introduces the history of Kadov and the neighboxiiigges, fauna of this region,
the history of fish-farming in this countryside Ifubf ponds, and provides
interesting geological explanations. The point eparture of the six-kilometer
long trail is in the neighborhood of the village \@fono by a pond called Velky
Palenec. The path runs through Vrbno to Kadov antd village of Slatina.

The trail is designated for pedestrians but it$® @assable for cyclists.

The Lipno Lake is a popular destination for vissttaking fancy in spending their
holiday performing sports and games. The lake pojular summer resort not
only for Czechs but also for foreign tourists. ritain attractions are water sports

and walking, as well as cycling and horse-riding.

INAFchGY sz
Hradec * Student Teit
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Conclusion

The South Bohemia region can be very attractiveHoglish-speaking visitors
from many points of view. Thanks to a high concatidn of cultural/historical
monuments and the possibility to spend an actiieldg the South Bohemia

region has become a popular place for all groupssttbrs.

This paper has listed sub-regions of the South Bwewhich could have
national or cultural significance to English-spewkvisitors. This list can be used
in presentation of the South Bohemia region in marays, primarily as a

suggestion of items the presentation of which coa@dinderlined.

This paper could be also useful as a study matfngkachers of English in the
above mentioned sub-regions of South Bohemia, alipwthem to make
references to the cultural and historical contaetth the English-speaking

countries.

Another possibility would be to use the list of towdl landscapes and icons that
we have described as bearing the potential to teeesting for English-speaking
tourists on a website as a special offer for Ehgligeaking visitors. Taking into
account that the use of the Internet has beconmrenon way how to plan your
holiday, such presentation would be one of the tsts how to attract foreign

visitors.

Another possibility how to use this list would bé&mwcooperation with the Tourist
Authority of South Bohemia. The Tourist Authority South Bohemia supports
tourism in South Bohemia, produces brochures aathption materials about the
South Bohemia region, updates the websitew.jiznicechy.czand cooperates
with foreign regions and the agency Czech TouriBnis paper could be used as a
project concentrated on development of tourism stguin South Bohemia
region, as well as a presentation of the South Baheegion as an attractive
place of the Czech Republic at a tourism industgle fair.
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