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Vyi5dieni vedouci diplomov6 prdce:

ln her diploma thesis, Bc. Radka Matou5kovd explored the theme of intertextuality in
contemporary fantastic fiction, namely in the works of two cosmopolitan authors, Neil

Gaiman and Theodora Goss. As the theoretical basis of her diploma thesis, she chose the
essential approach to intertextuality as defined by Ferdinand de Saussure through the
relation of the signifier and the signified, producing the difference. The principles of
intertextuality are then mentioned through Graham Allen's study of lntertextuality, the New
Critical ldiom (2000) which relates the phenomenon to the process of reading and
interpretation. The next chapter of the theoretical part of the thesis gives a brief
characteristic of Postmodernism and incorporates the terms pastiche, irony and parody as

integral parts of intertextu a lity. Theoretical approaches of Fredric Jameson and Walter
Benjamin are introduced in the context of postmodern intertextuality.
The first interpretational part deals with a pastiche of the Sherlock Holmes story A Study in
Scarlet (1887) as written by Neil Gaiman in 2003. The analysis focuses on similarities and
mainly differences between Doyle's original story and the contemporary pastiche within the
genre of fantasy.
Through the method of close reading, the core of the analysis centers upon the novel The
Strange Case of the Alchemist's Dau8hter as written by Theodora Goss in 2017. The aim of
the interpretation is to point out the hints at intertextual elements of Goss'text and discuss
the role of intertextuality in the works of contemporary fantasy of which both Gaiman and
Goss are ideal examples. According to the author of the diploma thesis, Goss' novel
combines the elements of romantic and late Victorian classics in accordance with the uniting
theme of transmutation and literary transgression. ln a detailed analysis of each significant
chapter, several allusions and intertextual hints are mentioned, be it the characters' names
(i.e. the characters of classical literary works of the 19th century who appear in Goss'

elaborate storyline) or motifs that occur in major texts of late Victorina literature. The main
aim of the interpretationa I analysis is to find specific cases of intertextuality through which
the- contemporary fantastic literature differs from the British and American classics. The

main issue here seems to be the feminism of the author as Theodora Goss portrays
exceptionally female characters as her heroines aside from minor male roles, no matter how



significant the men were in the 19th century (Sherlock Holmes, Dr Jekyll, Dr Moreau, Van
Helsing etc.). The analysis further discusses the position of narrators in the novel, situational
humour and irony, the theme of transformation, crossdressing, among others. The thesis
incorporates thorough knowledge of 19th century literatures and the history of genres, using
relevant and properly cited sources. The diploma thesis is a piece of the author's original
analyses as a wellwritten and structured academic work.

Priice spliuje vSechny poiadavky kladen6 na tento typ praci, a proto ji doporutuji k tistni
obhajob6.

Navrhovand klasifikace: 1. vliborn6

Otiizky k obhaiob6:

1. What is your critical opinion on Theodora Goss'works based on intertextuality if we
consider the lack of originality as a frequent reproach to the theoretical issue of
intertextuality?

2. Which of the classical novels of the 19th century was, in your opinion, the most
inspirational for Theodora Goss, or Neil Gaiman, in terms of the use of
intertextua lity?
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