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Vyjadreni oponenta bakalarské prace:

In her thesis, Katefina HolejSovskd examines the elements of death and resurrection in
selected traditional fairy-tales using the Christian conceptual framework established by J.R.R.

Tolkien’s essay ,On Fairy-Stories”, centred around his concept of ,eucatastrophe

"

embodying the Christian hope of salvation in a direct analogy to biblical Resurrection. The



theoretical part introduces the concepts of resurrection as presented in the Old, and most
importantly, in the New Testament, and adds a brief look at pre-Christian notions of
resurrection, salvation and afterlife and their examples in Classical mythologies. Ms
HolejSovska makes the important point that also events other than just the literal rising from
the dead may be interpreted as forms of resurrection, e.g. the return of a long-lost child.
This is important for the interpretations of the fairy tales where resurrection frequently
occurs in symbolic forms. Tolkien’s view on fairy tales is then introduced, including his view
on their function and target audience. Ms HolejSovska emphasises the close links and
analogies between fairy tales and gospels as seen by Tolkien. In addition, she uses van
Gennep’s treatise The Rites of Passage to show the significance of death and resurrection, or
recovery, as ritualised transition points. A separate chapter is dedicated to joy and laughter
as antitheses to death, nevertheless, the contrary perception of (malicious) laughter as an
expression of evil is also noted. Grimms’ versions of selected fairy tales are analysed in the
analytical sections focussing especially on the transition points associated with resurrection,
or recovery, escape and consolation. Analogies between the fairy tales and biblical
narratives are identified, using reievant quotes from or references to the Bible. An exampie
is Cinderella’s suffering the abuse and humiliation by her stepmother and stepsisters
analogised with Christians’ suffering in earthly life. The same tale also contains an example
of malicious laughter mentioned in the theoretical section. In a similar manner, Ms
HolejSovska responds to Tolkien’s views on fairy tales in her readings of the selected stories.
She comments, for instance, on the children audience’s inability to fully understand adult
longing for a child or bereavement. Her analysis of the fairy tales demonstrates the central
role of the threat of annihilation countered by positive force(s) that safeguard the renewal of
life and generate the “eucatastrophe”. As she concludes, in the Christian context, this
supreme power is love, or charity, which is able to conquer suffering and death. From this
perspective, the “eucatastrophe” becomes the embedment of the Christian hope of
resurrection and salvation in fairy stories.

Considering the high demands of studying literary texts in religious contexts, | think that Ms
Holejsovska tackled the task very well. The thesis demonstrates very good close reading and
interpretation skills as well as adequate use of secondary sources.

The thesis is written in very good English, with occasional accuracy and punctuation issues.
There are some minor referencing flaws (page numbers would help readers locate secondary
information in source texts; indication of the Bible edition used, esp. as source of verbatim
quotes is missing). Single spacing in quotations and footnotes would be more suitable.

Prace spliiuje zékladni pozadavky kladené na tento typ praci, a proto ji doporucuji k ustni
obhajobé.

Navrhovand znamka: vyborné

Otazky k obhajobé:

1. What is your view regarding the influence and relationship between fairy tales and
Christian teaching in terms of evolution of the genre? What roles do oral tradition
and literary practices play in this relationship?

2. You mention God being explicitly mentioned in ,Hansel and Gretel”. Does it happen
in any other stories you have studied? Is Christianity similarly visible in any of them?

3. What is, in your opinion, the function or purpose of the fairy-tale (if any) and how
does religion figure in it?
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